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PRESIDENT’S 
PERSPECTIVE

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
 

It is hard to believe that yet 
another year has flown by 
and we are beginning a 
New Year! 

I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank all of you 
for your continued support in 
these challenging times. We 
have had great educational 
sessions and an awesome 
end to the year at the annual 
Holiday Party and Silent Auc-
tion. We applaud the Special 
Events Committee and the 
staff at the Westin Atlanta 
Perimeter North for creating 
a night to remember. 

In 2011, we are visiting sup-
plier members in neighboring 
cities and states, i.e., Jekyll 
Island, Georgia, Macon, 

Georgia, Pine Mountain, 
Georgia and Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. We are commit-
ted to bringing you reward-
ing programs and fun-filled 
networking events. In order 
to maintain the outstanding 
programs and to keep the 
chapter moving forward, we 
must ask you our loyal mem-
bers for additional help. Make 
a New Year’s resolution to 
become more engaged and 
join a committee. You can 
review the list on page 10.

Remember as a member of 
the Georgia Peach Chapter’s 
PEP team, we expect you to 
Promote the Chapter; En-
courage the Board and each 
other; and Participate in all 
aspects of chapter activities.

On behalf of the Board, we 
wish you a Productive and 
Happy New Year!

NOTES FROM 
THE EDITOR...

 
Susie Rhoden

I know you’ve heard it about 
100 times by now, but Happy 
New Year!  I want to take a 
couple of minutes to thank 
Vickie Grace, Gwen Spencer 
and Sajata Outin-Blenman  
for submitting outstanding 
articles for the Peach Beat 
Newsletter. Also, I continue 
to show appreciation to all 
our members who can take 
a few minutes each quarter 
to write an article. We are 
always looking for articles on 
industry news, new trends 
in meeting planning, and 
any other related articles. 
Also, remember that when 
the announcement comes 
out to submit your birthdays, 
anniversaries and celebra-
tions, please send them in by 
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Peach Beat

Peach Beat is published every quarter. 
For information on ad deadline dates, 
article submission dates, ad sizes and 
technical specifications, please
contact the Publisher:
Mark E. Anderson
760-880-5174 phone
760-770-1439 fax or
publishersgmp@mindspring.com

Editor: Susie Rhoden

Contributors: 
Perry Tarleton, Susie Rhoden, 
Beverly Brown, Vickie Grace, CMP,
Sajata Outin-Blenman, CMP, CGMP,
Gwen Spencer, Peggy Duncan,
Patrick J. Beaver, CGMP,
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP,
Ruth E. Harris CGMP, CMP, CTAS,
Mark E. Anderson
and Cooks.com

Photographers: 
Crystal Gresham, Susie Rhoden and 
Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP. 
Members are encouraged to take and 
submit chapter activity photos for 
publishing in the Peach Beat.

Publications Committee:
Susie Rhoden 
404-219-9699 

Submit articles to Luschane Norris 
l_norris@team-psa.com 
Submit pictures, celebrations and 
birthdays to Charlotte Johnson 
charlotte.johnson2@sba.gov

the posted date so that we 
as a Chapter can help you 
celebrate too.

INDUSTRY NEWS

SGMP Georgia Peach 
Chapter—The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly

 
Vickie Grace, CMP 

Founding Member of Chapter

The Atlanta Chapter of SGMP 
was founded in the fall of 
1986. I was a sales manager 
at the Tower Place Hotel, 
which is now the DoubleTree 
Buckhead. I had yet to dis-
cover the secret to my suc-
cess for the next two and a 
half decades- the tremendous 
potential of the government 
market. SGMP has provided 
a graduate course in doing 
business with the state and 
federal government agen-
cies, along with an incredible 
network of clients, colleagues 
and friends. My active and 

continuous membership in 
SGMP has been the hallmark 
of my career. It has been 
the one strand of continuity 
through various jobs at dif-
ferent locations and through 
the changing political and 
economic landscape. Please 
allow me to take a moment 
to reflect on the Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly changes 
that have transpired since the 
founding of the SGMP- Geor-
gia Peach Chapter (formerly 
SGMP Atlanta.)

The Good 
The change in technology 
has been incredible. The abil-
ity to communicate and con-
nect instantly is now taken 
for granted. Can you believe 
that we used to wait on the 
mail for a contract when I 
first started in sales? Also, a 
wealth of knowledge is avail-
able at your fingertips- just 
type in the query. 

The level of professionalism 
in the industry has grown 
over the years, aided by 
designations such as CMP 
(Certified Meeting Profes-
sional) and CGMP (Certified 
Government Meeting Profes-
sional.) Education and net-

working opportunities abound 
at the monthly SGMP chapter 
meetings and at the annual 
membership meeting. 

 The recognition of the value 
of government business has 
certainly improved over the 
years. Government business 
is now sought after equally 
by top tier, mid level and 
budget hotels. The window 
of available dates for govern-
ment planners has increased 
along with the selection of 
available properties.

The members of the Georgia 
Peach Chapter remain a co-
hesive unit while respecting 
the diversity of the member-
ship. We unite in friendship 
for common goals, and it just 
keeps getting better. 

The Bad 
The bad news is all about 
budgets. The federal govern-
ment is still operating under 
a continuing resolution, 
because the FY 2011 budget 
has not yet been approved.

The last shut down of the 
federal government was in 
1995, and it was the result of 
a conflict between Democratic 
President Clinton and the 
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Republican-controlled Congress over 
funding for Medicare, education, the 
environment and public health. On De-
cember 22, 2010, Congress passed a 
Continuing Resolution to fund the Fed-
eral government for FY 2011 through 
March 4, 2011. Under continuing the 
continuing resolution, programs are 
not to start new projects. 

Had lawmakers failed to pass a new 
spending measure, the government 
would only be able to spend funds on 
essential operations, with no authori-
zation to spend money on other initia-
tives. Starting next month, President 
Obama will have to ask Congress to 
raise the debt ceiling once more. He 
will be challenged by fiscal conserva-
tives who find the current debt ceiling 
of 14.3 billion dollars high enough.

On the state level, stimulus funding 
is winding down. The Georgia state 
government will be challenged to re-
place over a billion dollars in federal 
stimulus that was used to soften the 
impact of the recession. Each agency 
has been instructed to submit reduc-
tion plans of 6%, 8% and 10% for the 
FY 2012 budget, which begins in July.

The Ugly 
Long before September 11, 2001, 
there was the bombing of the Alfred 
P. Murrah federal building on April 19, 
1995. It was this homegrown terror act 

that forever changed access 
to government buildings. 
The days of cold calling your 
favorite government clients 
while dressed in costume on 
Halloween were over. The 
September 11, 2001 attacks 
took the threats to homeland 
security to a whole new level. 
We have had to trade huge 
amounts of personal liberties 
and economic currency in ex-
change for heightened home-
land security. Security added 
new concerns for meeting 
planning, including plans for 
on site security, evacuation 
and communications. 

Here is my quote for the 
future, which I borrowed from 
a colleague at Callaway.

“If you are green, you are 
growing.” The secret to suc-
cess is to keep growing and 
learning, because the alter-
native is atrophy.

MEETING 
PLANNING

Tips for PowerPoint Users

 
Peggy Duncan

As you create objects in 
PowerPoint, everything will 
look more professional if things 
line up. One way to do this is 
to use the Guides (the dotted 
horizontal and vertical lines 
across your slide). If you don’t 
see them, click the View menu, 
Guides (or press Ctrl+G). 

I usually create several Guides 
as I’m working. To create more, 
position your mouse over one 
of them, hold down your Ctrl 
key, and drag to create more...
horizontal and vertical. When 
you need to get rid of them, 
hold your mouse over it and 
drag it anywhere off your slide.

That’s it!

For more help, my award-
winning technology blog is 
packed with it 
www.SUITEMinute.com 

I’m available to speak at 
your next event, conduct 
training at your company, 
or consult with an individual 
or team to help them work 
smarter. I founded The Digital 
Breakthroughs Institute 
in Atlanta where we have 
training for small business 
owners and professionals 
who want to improve their 
technology skills and boost 
their productivity. Visit  
www.DigitalBreakThroughs.com
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Membership Ratios

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

Planner Members 75

Supplier Members 68

Ratio Members 143

Planner Ratio 52.4%

Other Members 15

TOTAL Members 158

COMMITTEE
NEWS REPORTS 

Programs

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

Review of Past Programs

October 20 @ Atlanta Airport 
Marriott Gateway
“Securing Transportation for 
Your Meeting”
Mike Toye, CEO
MTI Limousine and Shuttle 
Services
www.mtilimos.com
404.669.0900

November 17 at The Glenn Hotel
“Create Time for Your Life”
Peggy Duncan, CEO
Personal Productivity Expert
 www.DigitalBreakThroughs.com
404-492-8197

December 4 at the Westin 
Atlanta North at Perimeter, 
Patrick Beaver, Senior
Sales Manager
Celebration Times:
Annual Holiday Party and 
Silent Auction

If you missed this party, you 
missed the event of the year. 
We had 67 people in atten-
dance and 63 items up for 
Auction. Thank you to all the 

Suppliers and Planners who 
donated items which sup-
ports our scholarship fund. 
More thanks will be high-
lighted on the website. We 
had a great DJ, who insisted 
we dance into the wee 
hours of the morning. Sev-
eral awards were given out, 
including The Best Dancer 
Award presented to Jan 
Hansen. From the reception 
to the gourmet food, we all 
had a wonderful time, and 
let’s not forget the open bar 
for 4 hours! Special Thanks 
goes out to the Special 
Events Committee:
George Hansen
Ruth Harris
Crystal Gresham
Charlotte Johnson
Susie Rhoden
Pammie Eagle Jimmar
Patrick Beaver
Sharon Dickerson
Gail Ormsby
Stephanie Henry
Vickie Grace
Gwen Spencer
Preston Marshall
and Michelle Spencer.

Upcoming Programs:

January 19, 2011
(Wednesday)
Topic:
Setting Your Path for 2011!
Speaker:
Nancy J. Lewis, MS, PHR, RCC
President,
Progressive Techniques, Inc.

February 16, 2011
(Wednesday)
Holiday Inn Atlanta Capitol 
Conference Center
Topic:
Cost of Doing Business
Speaker: Charlotte Johnson, 
Small Business Association 
(SBA)

March 16, 2011
(Wednesday)

GA Tech Hotel and
Conference Center
Topic:
Hotel Safety & Security—
Looking Beyond the Peephole
Speaker: April Griffi th 

April 20, 2011
(Wednesday)
Crowne Plaza Ravinia
Topic: Uncovering Norfolk’s 
Meeting Planning Treasures
Speaker: Charlotte Johnson, 
Small Business Association 
(SBA)

Supplier

Other

Planner

Ratios as of December 30, 2010
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Meeting Photos Community Service Report

 
Beverly Brown

Time sure does fly when you 
are having fun. It has been 
a fun year going out into the 
communities talking with 
people and letting them know 
that there are those who are 
concerned and care for their 
well being.

On Saturday, December 11th, 
we had the pleasure of partner-
ing with The Dream Center and 
The Melia Hotel as we visited 
the residents of the Maggie 
Russell Towers in old Fourth 
Ward Community. We handed 
out goodies (bibles, bible bags, 
toiletries, address books, etc.) 
that were much appreciated. 
We had a number of young 
people who were there to help. 
We sang Christmas Carols, 
listened to great speakers and 
had an overall good time fel-
lowshipping together.

As the year comes to an end I 
would like to again thank Pres-

Treasury Report

 
Patrick J. Beaver, CGMP

Happy New Year everyone! We 
are half way thru the fiscal year 
and I want to thank everyone 
for their participation and sup-
port thus far. 

Balance as of 
December 31, 2010: 
Checking: $20,211.63 
Savings: $5,499.61

Some of the changes we made 
in the beginning of the year will 
now be coming into affect. The 
credit card transaction system 
we utilize to make online reser-
vations for our monthly meet-
ing will now be handled solely 
by First Data/Bank of America 
Virtual Terminal. This will allow 
us to be PCI compliant. 

The PCI DSS, is a set of com-
prehensive requirements for 
enhancing payment account 
data security and was devel-
oped by the founding payment 
brands of the PCI Security 
Standards Council, including 

ton Marshall for all his hard 
work throughout the year, 
and his dedication to the 
fourth ward community. Pres-
ton and his wife, Jacquelyn 
are a real blessing and joy to 
work with. I would also like to 
thank Ruth Harris, Jared Hill, 
and Mary Beth Sutherline for 
coming out representing the 
chapter and working with us 
to get the donations handed 
out to the residents.

Last, but certainly not least, I 
would like to thank the entire 
chapter for your support and 
donations throughout the year.

Look for an upcoming 
survey to get your ideas on 
community service projects 
for 2011. If you would like to 
join the Community Service 
Committee, please contact 
Beverly Brown, Chair, 
Community Service Committee  
beverly.brown@coa.gatech.edu
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American Express, Discover Financial 
Services, JCB International, Master-
Card Worldwide and Visa Inc., to help 
facilitate the broad adoption of consis-
tent data security measures on a global 
basis. Helping your financial data stay 
secure is one of our top goals within the 
chapter. Copyright © 2006 - 2011 PCI 
Security Standards Council, LLC. All 
rights reserved.

We hope that with these changes, 
along with the wireless credit card 
machine, our members and guests will 
continue to support the Georgia Peach 
Chapter ensuring the success and 
financial stability of the organization.

Till next time… be well.

MEMBER PROFILE

 
Perry Tarleton

Member-Supplier: 
Perry Tarleton

Employer: Crowne Plaza Atlanta 
Perimeter at Ravinia

Job Title: 
Director of Group Sales

Years with SGMP, or date 
joined: September 1993

Birthplace: Jackson, AL

Favorite Meeting Location:  
Crowne Plaza Atlanta 
Perimeter at Ravinia

Favorite Vacation Spot: 
Miami, FL

Hobbies: Art, Gardening, 
Bowling, Golf and Cooking

Name someone who men-
tored or inspired you and 
explain why you chose 
this person: My first Direc-
tor of Sales at the Ramada 
Hotel in Chicago, IL was the 
person who inspired me. She 
stressed the importance of 
being professional at all times 
and that the relationship with 
your Meeting Planner or Cli-
ent is most important thing 
when it comes to hotel sales 
or even outside the work 
place, strong relationships 
last forever.

Most interesting meeting/
event experience (good 
or bad); please give an 
explanation: I attended 
a meeting a year ago 
where there were multiple 
presenters and many boring 

power point presentations. 
There was no interaction 
with the audience. This 
was an all day meeting, by 
3pm half of the 250 people 
had disappeared. When 
the last presenter stepped 
to the podium there were 
maybe 50 people remaining. 
Meetings need to have more 
substance than just a talking 
head and an LCD projector.

Most notable life experi-
ence (good or bad); please 
give an explanation: My 
most notable life experience 
was becoming a parent for 
first time 12 years ago. I did 
not know how much being 
a parent could change your 
life. Your entire daily structure 
and agenda is changed but 
slowly things seem to return 
to a NEW normal routine.  

Where would you like to be 
10 years from now?: 
I would like to be retired and 
living in a house on a beach, 
hey, we all can dream. I 
would like to try my skills in 
the government sector with 
one of the major agencies, 
perhaps assisting with plan-
ning meetings and events.

SGMP Members and Family 
Birthdays/Celebrations

January Birthdays

Gwen Parker - 8

George Smith - 21

Martha HighSmith - 26

Crystal Gresham - 30

January Celebrations

Perry & Lynn Tarleton 
celebrated 16 years of 
marriage on January 14

Congratulations to Kanika 
Greenlee on her new job with 
the Association County Com-
missioners of Georgia

Congratulations to 
Nancy J. Lewis, MS, PHR, 
RCC on being honored with 
the Trailblazer Award, Cat-
egory 1, 2010 LACE Awards 
from the Greater Women’s 
Business Council

February Birthdays

Vernon L. Johnson - 2

Onica Blaize - 5

Pammie E. Jimmar - 8

Bobby Hobes - 14

Kanika Greenlee - 17
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SGMP Mission
The Society of Government Meet-
ing Professionals, Inc. (SGMP) is a 
national organization dedicated to 
improving the knowledge and exper-
tise of individuals in the planning and 
management of government meet-
ings through education and industry 
relationships.

Georgia Peach Chapter Mission
The mission of the Georgia Peach 
Chapter of SGMP is to improve the 
knowledge and expertise of members 
in the planning, execution and man-
agement of cost-effective government 
meetings through education, training, 
industry relationships and mutual 
support.

Georgia Peach Chapter Vision
The Georgia Peach Chapter of 
SGMP is the southeast’s premiere 
resource for the government meet-
ing profession; recognized, growing, 
involved in the community and devel-
oping leaders for the industry. We are 
a family of professionals who care 
about and support each other.

Yvonne Sapp - 27

Jameka Reese Blackmon - 28

February Celebrations

Carol Hall will celebrate her six 
year anniversary at 
The Augusta Marriott Hotel 
and Suites

March Birthdays

Judy King - 1

Shamim Lodin - 9

Gail Ormsby - 14

Perry Tarleton - 26

Pamela J. Dory - 26

Carol Hall 30

April Birthdays

Sharon A. Dickerson - 1

Tracy Stewart - 4

April Grennan - 18

Charlotte Johnson - 22

Victoria Nail-Taylor - 24

Deborah Johnson-Blake - 28

April Celebrations

George and Janet Hansen 
will celebrate 52 years of 
marriage on April 8

Mr. & Mrs. Michael (Arlene) 
Lewis celebrated their 1 year 
anniversary on April 17

PEACH BEAT 
UNIVERSITY

Member Education

My Journey Towards 
Certification

 
Sajata Outin-Blenman, CMP, CGMP

Becoming a Certified Meet-
ing Professional [CMP] and a 
Certified Government Meet-
ing Professional [CGMP] 
has been a challenging yet 
rewarding voyage. I first 
decided to pursue the CMP 
designation after working as 
a Program Manager for a 
few years. After working with 
other managers who had the 
designation, I always admired 

the industry knowledge that 
they gained by virtue of 
securing this professional 
designation. It was as if they 
always had a solution for an 
obstacle, no matter how big 
or small. In addition, I saw 
how senior management al-
ways seemed to look to them 
for guidance on developing 
proposals, budgets, and 
strategies for getting new 
business. All these factors 
contributed to my decision to 
become part of this profes-
sional group.

I knew the CMP would be 
beneficial to my career ad-
vancement and that securing 
it would be a significant pro-
fessional accomplishment. 
I just had to clear one huge 
hurdle: studying. I had been 
advised by several meeting 
professionals that attending 
a CMP study group would be 
beneficial. However, unfor-
tunately, I was unable to join 
a study group as I had just 
started a family. Neverthe-
less, I put my mind to the 
task, focused, and studied 
every spare moment I had, 
and subsequently I earned 
the designation in 2007. This 
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designation has helped me move 
ahead in my career and opened new 
project opportunities.

A couple years later, I learned about 
the CGMP designation through one of 
my fellow SGMP members. I was told 
that the designation was specifically 
geared towards those working in/with 
the federal government. I thought 
– PERFECT! Being a contract plan-
ner, approximately 99% of the work 
that I do is for federal agencies. As 
luck would have it, my organization, 
Professional & Scientific Associates, 
actually hosted a study class for the 
CGMP Certification that included PSA 
employees as well as other partici-
pants. The course was very useful 
and fortunately we all passed the test!

Earning both designations has had 
a great impact on my career. I have 
since received a promotion, conduct-
ed meetings in both domestic and 
international locations, worked on 
proposals for upcoming projects, and 
have been able to provide guidance 
to others seeking to advance them-
selves through these designations. I 
would encourage anyone interested 
in pursuing the CMP and/or CGMP 
designation to definitely secure these 
certifications, as they are definitely 
essential to career advancement in 
the meeting planning business.

 

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
 

Your New Year’s resolution 
for 2011 can be earning the 
Certified Government Meet-
ing Professional (CGMP) 
designation. The CGMP is 
the most prestigious certifica-
tion in the government meet-
ing planning industry. In order 
to qualify for the training, you 
must be a SGMP members in 
good standing for six months.  

We can bring the training 
to our city if 15 members 
sign-up for the course.  
The registration fee for the 
training session is $595 which 
includes the three-day training 
sessions, course notebook, 
and the exam on the fourth 
day. To learn more about the 
CGMP access the SGMP 
National Website, http://
www.sgmp.org/ under CGMP 
Certification.

If you decide to sign-up for the 
training, please contact, Ruth 
E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP 
at reh6@cdc.gov or 

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, 
CGMP at shd2@cdc.gov

You can become a CGMP 
and fulfill one of your 2011 
resolutions.

CHEF’S CORNER
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 

 
Recipe courtesy of 
www.Cooks.com

Crock Pot 
Chicken Noodle Soup

2 large chicken breast, frozen

8 slices center cut 
bacon, chopped

3 medium potatoes, cubed

1 pepper (personal prefer-
ence for spice)

1 can corn

1 can cut green beans

1 cup finely cut chives

1 cup sliced mushrooms

12 oz. egg noodles

1 teaspoon basil

1 teaspoon coarse ground 
black pepper

1 tablespoon olive oil

2 teaspoons salt 
(season to taste)

64 oz. water

Excluding the egg noodles, 
put all ingredients into the 
crock pot, including the juices 
in the canned vegetables. 
Do not worry about cutting 
the frozen chicken breast at 
this time. Cook on high for 
4. 5 hours. Using a wooden 
spoon, chop the chicken 
breast into bite size pieces. 

Add egg noodles and contin-
ue cooking for an additional 
45 minutes to 1 hour. Makes 
approx. 6 servings
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PEACH BEAT 411

Mark Your Calendar

Future National Education 
Conference June 8-11, 2011 
Norfolk, VA 
Sheraton and 
Marriott Waterside

2011 SGMP Region 2 
Educational Conference 
September 11th - 14th 
Hosted by Florida Capital and Central 
Chapters 
Co-hosted by Georgia Peach, Rocket 
City and 
Tennessee Chapters

To host a meeting, 
please contact: 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP at 404-
498-6373 to schedule your property. 
ROI: Host a monthly meeting at your 
hotel and take advantage of an op-
portunity to showcase your property 
to more than 40 government and 
contract meeting planners.

Verify meeting location and register 
online at 
www.sgmpgapeach.org click on 
Meetings & Programs.

View from the Board

 

Gwen Spencer

As we close one year and 
open another, most of us 
are contemplating what 
2011 holds for us. I’m think-
ing of all the things that I did 
not  accomplish in 2010 that 
will, most likely, carry over 
into 2011. Many of you will 
make new commitments and 

rehash old ones; hoping to, 
again, achieve them. Things 
happen or do not happen 
for a reason. I had no desire 
to be a part of the SGMP 
Georgia Peach Chapter’s 
Board however I found myself 
occupying a chair. As I sit in 
this chair I see new direc-
tion, new attitudes and new 
excitement. I, in the process 
have changed my perspec-
tive; knowing within myself 
that I CAN make a difference 
in this chapter. I understand 
and am very aware of my 
strengths and weaknesses. 

My strengths I share when 
the opportunity affords itself 
and my weakness; I atten-
tively listen and grow from 
those who are strong in 
those areas. 

The SGMP Georgia Peach 
Chapter is an organization 
where you can grow and 
learn more about who you 
are as well as foster new 
relationships that would, oth-
erwise, never been discov-
ered. The organization has 
been through many trials and 
errors, but how else does an 
organization become great…
through trial and error. We 
are on the move and invite 
you to be a part in making 
this organization an entity to 
be reckoned with. Let’s focus 
on the good. Let’s evaluate, 
anticipate and participate in 
all that the chapter has to 
offer. Our goal is to make you 
a better you and assist you 
in a very demanding industry. 
I encourage each and every 
member to reach high and 
contribute whatever you can.

Together, we can make it 
happen. See you on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month 
in 2011.

www.visitmacon.org • 800-768-3401

You don’t have to compromise quality for value.
Just an hour south of Atlanta on I-75, Macon
offers first-class meeting spaces including the
110,000 sq. ft. Macon Centreplex and 5,500
affordable sleeping rooms.

Host memorable offsite functions in historic
homes, interactive museums, HD theatres and
urban art galleries. After work, play and unwind
in an eclectic city known for its historic
architecture and signature restaurants.

Call Pammie Jimmar at 800-768-3401 or email
pjimmar@maconga.org to schedule your next event!

More Value
(More options.)



Peach Beat - 4th Quarter 2010

Page 10

From the Publisher

 
Mark E. Anderson

It is with a grateful heart that I say 
goodbye after a wonderful 14 year 
association with SGMP. It has been 
a relationship nurtured by mutual 
respect and made joyful through a 
great sense of humor. Having had 
the opportunity to work with 7 con-
secutive Board of Directors, I’ve had 
the opportunity to watch this great 
organization reach, stretch and grow, 
always compelled to make business 
work for all concerned.

I’ve had the great fortune of making 
lasting friendships and look forward to 
the next opportunity to work together. 

Wishing SGMP Georgia Peach 
Chapter great success!

Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals 
Georgia Peach Chapter 
P.O. Box 48553 
Atlanta, GA 30362-1553 
www.sgmpgapeach.org

GEORGIA PEACH 
CHAPTER OF 
SGMP

2010 - 2012 
Board of Directors

President 
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
770-488-7069 
CDC/NCEH/EHSB 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F60) 
Atlanta, GA 30341-3717

Vice President - Planner 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP 
Phone: 404-498-6373 
Fax: 404-498-6025 
Workforce Development 
Special Projects Advisor 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention  
Office of the Chief 
Operating Officer  
Human Capital Planning Office  
1600 Clifton Road, MS E-50  
Atlanta, GA 30333 

2nd Vice-President - Supplier 
Preston Marshall, CGMP 
404-877-9000 
Meliá Hotel Atlanta 
590 W. Peachtree St. 
Atlanta, GA 30308

Treasurer 
Patrick Beaver, CGMP 
770-395-3920 
Senior Sales Manager 
Westin Atlanta North 
at Perimeter 
Seven Concourse Parkway 
Atlanta, GA 30328

Secretary 
Vacant

Director - Supplier 
Pammie Jimmar 
478-743-1074 
Sales Manager 
Macon CVB 
Terminal Station 
P.O. Box 6354 
Macon, GA 31208-6354

Director - Planner 
Charlotte Johnson 
404-331-0100 x405 
Business Development 
Specialist, GA District Office 
Small Business 
Administration 
233 Peachtree Street, NE 
Suite 1900, Harris Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30303

Director - Supplier 
Gwen Spencer 
404-559-7414 
Westin Atlanta Airport 
4736 Best Road 
Atlanta, GA 30337
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Immediate Past President 
Marva Holmes, CGMP 
770-488-1245 
CDC/NCIPC/DVP 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F63) 
Atlanta, GA 30341

COMMITTEES

Membership

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP, 
Board Liaison/Chairperson 
770-488-7069

Perry Tarleton 
Co-Chair 
770-551-6110

Michelle Spencer 
Co-Chair 
Recruitment and Retention 
404-536-1767

Special Events

George Hansen 
Co-Chair 
678-985-5749

Ruth E. Harris, CGMP, CTAS, CMP 
Co-Chair 
404-498-6373

Programs

Susie Rhoden 
Co-Chair 
404-219-9699

Education/CEUs 
Ruth E. Harris, CGMP, CMP, CTAS 
404-498-6373 
 
Patrick Beaver 
770-395-3920

Community Services

Preston Marshall 
Board Liaison 
404-877-9000

Publications & 

Communications

Susie Rhoden 
Editor/Photographer and Co-Chair 
Peach Beat 
404-219-9699

Clarissa A. Crawford, CGMP 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
678-261-7022

Charlotte Johnson 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
404-331-0100 x405

Luschane Norris 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
678-261-7001

Crystal Gresham 
Photographer, Peach Beat 
404-373-0202

Mark E. Anderson 
Publisher, Peach Beat 
760-880-5174

Honors & Awards 
 
Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP 
Chairperson 
404-498-2289

Marketing

Perry Tarleton 
Chairperson 
770-551-6110

Scholarship

Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP 
Chairperson 
404-498-2289

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP, 
770-488-7069

Nominations & Elections

Perry Tarleton 
Chairperson 
770-551-6110

Crystal Gresham 
404-373-0202

George Hansen 
678-985-5749 

To volunteer to fill a Vacant 
Committee position, please contact: 
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
770-488-7069 or by email: 

sharon.dickerson@sgmpgapeach.org

Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals 
National Headquarters 
908 King Street, Lower Level 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703- 549-0892– Office 
703-549-0708 - Facsimile 
www.sgmp.org

ADVERTISING

Peach Beat Newsletter 
Advertising Rates

Full Page ad ----------- $275.00 
½ Page ad ------------- $150.00 
¼ Page ad ------------- $100.00 
1/8 Page ad ------------$ 35.00

For newsletter ads contact 
the publisher: 
susierhoden@bellsouth.net 
404-219-9699

Please make checks payable to 
Georgia Peach Chapter of SGMP.


