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PRESIDENT’S 
PERSPECTIVE

Marva Holmes, CGMP

Welcome, to the first news-
letter for the Georgia Peach 
Chapter!

Wow, time flies when we’re 
having fun! The past year 
went by so fast, yet, it was a 
successful year for the Chap-
ter. The Chapter has been 
quite busy, Silent Auction’s, 
name change, and member-
ship drives, oh my! Our Silent 
Auction was held in De-
cember and, as always, our 
suppliers donated fabulous 
items and, the Chapter made 
some money for educational 
scholarships. 

In January, SGMP held it’s 
annual Joint Leadership 
meeting in Atlanta, at the 

Westin Peachtree Plaza 
hotel, at which time Charles 
Sadler, National Execu-
tive Director, Melody Kebe, 
National President, and Rob 
Coffman, 1st VP, National, 
hosted a reception to an-
nounce and officially change 
the Chapter name to Georgia 
Peach Chapter. 

Deputy Director Rob 
Bergeron, and Nick Stanley, 
EA, and the Georgia Peach 
Chapter Board of Directors 
hosted a membership drive 
in March, to introduce lo-
cal government planners to 
SGMP! The drive was a suc-
cess, and we look forward 
to welcoming the newest 
Chapter members to Georgia 
Peach Chapter! 

This year is also the 
2010/2012 elections. By 
now, all of you have submit-
ted your nominations and 
preparing to cast your vote 
for the candidate that you 
feel is best suited to meet the 
needs of the Chapter. 

Kansas City, here we come! 
Attendee registration is 
now open for 2010 National 
Education Conference and 
Trade Show in Kansas City, 
Missouri at the Hyatt/Westin 
Crown Center from May 19-
22, 2010.

I would like to remind each of 
you, that the Chapter is only 
as successful as the mem-
bers make it. Please consider 
chairing or joining a com-
mittee, the board members 
have their hands full manag-
ing the day to day chapter 
operations, and will welcome 
anyone who wants to contrib-
ute their knowledge and time 
to the growth and success of 
the Georgia Peach Chapter!

Looking forward to seeing 
you in Kansas City!
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Peach Beat

Peach Beat is published every other 
month. For information on ad deadline 
dates, article submission dates, ad sizes 
and technical specifications, please
contact the Publisher:
Mark E. Anderson
760-880-5174 phone
760-770-1439 fax or
publishersgmp@mindspring.com

Editor: Susie Rhoden

Contributors: 
Marva Holmes, CGMP, Perry Tarleton, 
Susie Rhoden, Vickie Grace, CMP,
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP,
Ruth Harris CGMP, CMP, CTAS,
Andrea Scott-Murphy, CMP, CGMP, 
Beverly Brown, Geoffrey James,
Preston N. Marshall

Photographers: Crystal Gresham and 
Susie Rhoden. Members are encouraged 
to take and submit chapter activity pho-
tos for publishing in the Peach Beat.

Publications Committee:
Board Liaison: Susie Rhoden 
404-219-9699

Submit entries, news items, photos or 
comments to: Susie Rhoden, 
susie.rhoden@sgmpgapeach.org

NOTES FROM 
THE EDITOR...

Susie Rhoden

The Peach Beat has been 
on a much needed winter 
sabbatical. We have returned 
and are looking to you for 
help providing articles of in-
terest to your fellow planners 
and suppliers. One of our 
new features is the “Ask Ms. 
SGMP” column beginning in 
the next issue of Peach Beat. 
Email your questions to: 
AskSGMP@Yahoo.com. Our 
resident CGMP will respond 
to any questions regarding 
meetings. Another new area 
is a chance for each hotel or 
CVB to be featured in Peach 
Beat. We are always looking 
for ways to keep you in-
formed and to spotlight your 
member properties through-
out the newsletter. Sponsor-
ship is only $250 per issue. 
This is an exciting way to 
brag on your property, to get 

the word out about FAMS, 
site visits or celebrations that 
your property may be host-
ing. You may contact Susie 
by clicking here for further 
information. Don’t hesitate, 
we only publish the Peach 
Beat newsletter quarterly, so 
there are only a couple more 
issues this year.

GRAPEVINE

Industry News

REPORTS FROM 
THE FIELD

Meeting Spots Trade Show

Susie Rhoden

Meeting Spots Trade Show 
& Reception, Themed THE 
ROARING 20s, will be held 
on Wednesday, May 5, 2010 
in Tallahassee, FL - with over 
100 Hotel exhibitors and any/
all SGMP GA Chapter meet-
ing planners are invited to 
attend. Complimentary over-
night accommodations are 
provided to out of town plan-
ners who respond by April 15 
to joice@meetingspots.net

WORTH REPEATING

Top 10 Reasons New Sales 
Reps Fail

by Geoffrey James 
Reprinted with permission 
from Blogs.bnet

In this era when many 
sales professionals are 
struggling to make their 
numbers, here are the top 
ten reasons that people 
(mostly new-hires) fail to 
build a successful career 
in Sales. 

REASON #1: They base 
their self-worth on what 
other people think. If you 
define your sense of worth 
based on how you assume 
your boss, co-workers, and 
customers see you, you’ll be 
deeply hurt by anything that 
smacks of criticism.

REASON #2: They assume 
that past failure defines the 
future.Some people find fail-
ure so unpleasant that they 
try to avoid it at all costs. 
As a result, they avoid any 
situations where failure is a 
risk. Because any meaningful 
sales effort entails risk, such 
people seldom, if ever, ac-
complish anything significant 

http://www.blogs.bnet.com
mailto:susie.rhoden@sgmpgapeach.org
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in a sales organization. 

REASON #3: They believe in des-
tiny, luck and fate. Some people 
believe that their status in life and 
potential as a human being is deter-
mined by luck, fate or divine inter-
vention operating upon the circum-
stances of their lives.These beliefs, 
however, constantly keep you fo-
cused on what you can’t change (e.g. 
fate) and not on what you an (e.g. 
your skill set.)

REASON #4: They lack the right 
attitude. The right attitude for a 
sales professional consists of three 
qualities: 1) Empathy, so that you can 
understand the customer’s needs. 
2) Confidence, so that you can bring 
customers to the point of buying, and 
3) Resilience, so that you can use 
rejection and temporary setbacks 
as spurs that constantly move you 
forward.

REASON #5: They don’t perceive 
the subtleties. When mediocre sales 
professionals make sales calls, they 
are so busy trying to sell that they 
miss the nuances of the customer 
relationship. Top sales professionals 
know that the most important element 
of a successful sales call is the value 
that the sales professional can bring 
to the customer, rather than whatever 
eventually might be sold.

Be sure to see the next issue 
of Peach Beat for the final 5 
reasons.

COMMITTEE 
NEWS REPORTS

Special Events

Nothing to report.

Programs

Susie Rhoden

Speakers: Perry Tarleton, 
Crowne Plaza Ravinia  

The February 2010 Meet-
ing was: A Day In The Life 
of a Supplier, lead by Perry 
Tarleton, Crowne Plaza 
Ravinia. Our three panelist 
Mary Elizabeth McMahon, 
Savannah Marriott, Vicki 
Grace, Callaway Gardens 
and Patrick Beaver, Westin 
Atlanta Perimeter North.

This exciting program 
showed what steps suppli-
ers goes through to engage, 
book, and support the gov-
ernment planner’s meet-
ings. They demonstrated the 
reality of what a government 
planner’s business means to 

properties and how proper-
ties evaluate the Request for 
Proposal. These three objec-
tives were met; We learned 
what a supplier must consid-
er when evaluating a govern-
ment meeting; We recog-
nized the difference between 
meeting space cost with and 
without sleeping rooms in the 
contract; Now we know the 
benefits that both the hotel 
and planner can gain by do-
ing business together.

In the Spotlight 

Stanley Michel of the Coma-
raderie Philanthropic Asso-
ciation, Inc. and their project 
to improve healthcare for the 
earthquake victims by im-
proving the Centre Medical 
Emmanuel Hospital in 
Cayes-Jacmel, Haiti.

George Hansen and 
Collington Scott, 50/50 
winnner

Panel for February Meeting: 
Perry Tarleton, Mary Eliza-
beth McMahon, Patrick Bea-
ver, Vickie Grace and Marva 
Holmes.

Nancy J. Lewis, MS, PHR, 
RCC, Progressive 
Techniques, Inc.
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Membership Ratios

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

 

Planner Members 80

Supplier Members 67

Ratio Members 147

Planner Ratio 54.4%

Other Members 14

TOTAL Members 161

Community Service Report

Beverly Brown

Join the Community Ser-
vices Committee

A couple of months ago, I 
started a sign-up sheet for 
prospective members of the 
Community Services Com-
mittee. Unfortunately, the 
sheet got lost in the crowd.

If you have a heart for the 
less fortunate and would 
like to join the Community 
Services Committee, please 
contact Beverly Brown, by 
email or (404) 894-9049. 

Community Service

This year’s charity for our 
National Education Con-
ference is the Cancer Ac-
tion Center. This non-profi t 
organization is local to the 
Kansas City Metro area and 
have three offi ces providing 
services to cancer victims. 
They provide rides for pa-
tients to doctor visits, chemo 

therapy, and radiation. Not 
only do they provide fi nancial 
assistances to those in need, 
as well, but they also provide 
a hand-made comfort item to 
each new cancer patient who 
walks through their doors.

This is Where We Come In!

We are asking that every 
member bring a skein of yarn 
to the April meeting. This 
Yarn will be shipped to the 
cancer center prior to our 
arrival in Kansas City. The 
more yarn we collect the 
more blankets the Cancer 
Action Volunteers can make.

Now I know you are busy 
and may not get to the store 
to purchase the yarn, well 
that’s alright too. In addition 
to the Yarn Drive, fi nancial 
donations are needed. Make 
your check payable to Can-
cer Action Center. 

If you fi nd that you will not 
be at the next meeting, you 
may contact Beverly Brown 
by email or (404) 894-9049 
and you’ll be met to get your 
donation.

As always, thank you for your 
generosity!

Treasury

Ruth Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP

Feb. 1, 2010
Beginning Balance
 $6,689.87
Monthly Meeting Dues
- online (365.00)
- at door (490.00)
50/50 (18.00)
Total Revenue (873.00)

Ending Balance $5,816.87

Scholarship

Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, 
CMP

Do you need fi nancial as-
sistance to attend the SGMP 
National 2010 Educational 
Conference? Partial scholar-
ships are available for plan-
ners and suppliers who apply 
and meet the qualifi cations. 
You have to apply to be con-
sidered! The deadline is April 
10, 2010.

Supplier

Other

Planner

Ratios as of April 1, 2010

mailto:beverly.brown@sgmpgapeach.org
mailto:beverly.brown@sgmpgapeach.org
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ALL ABOUT US

Member Profile

Perry Tarleton

Member-Supplier: 
Preston N. Marshall

Employer: Renaissance Atlanta 
Hotel Downtown

Job Title: Senior Sales Manager

Years with SGMP, or date joined: 
3 years

Birthplace: Niagra Falls, NY

Favorite Meeting Location:  
Renaissance Atlanta Hotel Downtown

Favorite Vacation Spot: Hawaii

Hobbies: Coin Collecting

Name someone who mentored or 
inspired you and explain why you 
chose this person: Jesse Hill Jr. 
Over the last 12 years I have been 
most inspired by Jesse Hill Jr. Mr. Hill 
has been a behind the scene staple 
of Atlanta for over 50 years. Because 
he has been a civil rights leader and 
business executive, I have learned 
some very valuable lessons in leader-
ship, patience, endurance, humility 
and family. Mr. Hill has helped me to 
understand that networking is most 
successful when relationships are 

built. He has taught me that 
my faith in God must be 
the foundation even in the 
marketplace. My fellowship 
with Mr. Hill has overflowed 
into my desire to mentor oth-
ers. I have had the fortunate 
experience of mentoring two 
people: Demario Jones and 
Davonta Braithwaite. I began 
mentoring Demario when 
he was in the 9th grade. At 
that time we both attended 
the same church. He started 
off a kind of soft spoken shy 
guy. We began to meet and 
talk about his dreams and 
how they were possible. His 
mother and sister were very 
supportive of our relation-
ship. Demario has allowed 
me to speak into his life with 
instruction, accountability 
and humor. We recently had 
a big graduation dinner party 
in his honor. He earned his 
B.A. Degree from University 
of North Carolina Pembroke. 
I am excited and grateful 
for the opportunity to men-
tor this very fine young man. 
Davonta came into my life 
when he was three years 
old. He had already been 
labeled as a troubled child in 
Pre-K. Davonta came from 

a blast. The best part was it 
made us more connected as 
a team.

Most notable life experi-
ence (good or bad); please 
give an explanation: The 
loss of my mother -  
(Christine Marshall) in 2004 
to cancer was a turning point 
in my life. She had quietly 
made so many deposits into 
the lives of so many people 
in a small town that the fam-
ily was asked to have her 
wake at a larger place. 
I was taught the power of our 
words and to speak life over 
circumstances. She taught 
the “Five Love Languages 
Course” and departed it into 
my life which I take into my 
daily life of looking for oppor-
tunities to bless others.

Where would you like to 
be 10 years from now?: I 
am moving on a course that 
in the next ten years I would 
like to have my own founda-
tion in helping to provide jobs 
and tourism opportunities 
for the youth in low income 
areas. Just to help them to 
tap into their skills, talents 
and gifts at a early time in 
their lives.

New York and stayed with 
us during the summer of 
2002. The first step was to 
get him out of his environ-
ment for awhile. I began to 
mentor him first with simple 
things like flash cards and 
of course lots of love. This 
mentoring extending to over 
three summers. Davonta 
came back and stayed with 
us for three months in 2003 
and 2004. We kept extend-
ing lots of love and prayer. 
Our time included trips to the 
Zoo, Braves games, family 
outings, prayer meetings and 
even a trip to Orlando. His 
communication skills im-
proved by leaps and bounds. 
I had to keep up with his 
thirst for learning.

Most interesting meeting/
event experience (good or 
bad); please give an expla-
nation: I had a great meet-
ing at the Marriott Evergreen 
Conference Center and it 
was a great place to do team 
building exercises and the 
food & service were great!!! 
The space is well laid out 
and you can have wonderful 
outdoor activities not to men-
tion golf. It is such a peace-
ful place and my team had 
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Celebrations!

SGMP Members and Family 
Birthdays/Celebrations

January Birthdays

Gwen Parker - 8 
Ann McGowan - 26

January Celebrations

Patrick Beaver received his CGMP

DiAnne Coggins received her CMP 
and CMMM (Certified Medical Meet-
ing Manager)

Deborah Johnson-Blake  & E. M. 
Blake celebrated 3 years of Marriage 
on the 13th.

February Birthdays

Pammie E. Jimmar - 8 
Kanika Greenlee - 17 
Yvonne Sapp - 27 
Jameka Reese - 28

March Birthdays

Judy King - 1 
Gail Ormsby - 14 
Howard King - 20 
Amy Woodward - 26 
Perry Tarleton - 26 
Pamela J. Dory - 26

April Birthdays

Sharon Dickerson - 1 

Tracy Stewart - 4 
April Grennan - 18 
Charlotte Johnson - 22 
Deborah Johnson-Blake - 28

April Celebrations

Yvonne Sapp 8th anniversary 
with the Wyndham Garden 
Atlanta Downtown 

The Talented 13

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, 
CGMP

The Society of Govern-
ment Professionals (SGMP) 
developed a Certified Gov-
ernment Meeting Profes-
sional (CGMP) certification 
program.  The CGMP is the 
first certification that focuses 
specifically on the field of 
government meeting plan-
ning, encompassing federal, 
state and local agencies. 
Obtaining the CGMP desig-
nation further defines one’s 
ability to “get the job done” 
and establishes one’s level 
of knowledge and expertise 
in planning and executing 
government meetings.  Par-
ticipating in the CGMP class 
enhances your credibility as 
a meeting planner and also 

reflects an achievement of 
professional competency 
within your agency.*

The Georgia Peach Chapter 
would like to recognized the 
chapter members who were 
recently bestowed the pres-
tigious CGMP designation in 
Atlanta:

Patrick Beaver, CGMP 
Westin Atlanta Perimeter N 
Keitha Blackburn, CGMP 
Professional and Scientific 
Associates (PSA)

Manuel Oscar Casanas, 
CGMP 
PSA

Clarissa Crawford, CGMP 
PSA

Charnequa Davis, CGMP 
PSA

Demetrius Freeman, CGMP 
PSA

Michael Freeman, CGMP 
PSA

Curley Jones, CGMP 
National Credit Union 
Association (NCUA)

Angeline Lewis, CGMP 
PSA

Betty Marshall, CGMP 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC)

Preston Marshall, CGMP 
Renaissance Atlanta Hotel 
Downtown

Victoria Nail-Taylor, CGMP 
Georgia Tech

Sajata Outin-Blenman, CMP, 
CGMP 
PSA

* To learn more on how 
   to earn this outstanding 
   achievement please visit 
   SGMP National website: 
   www.sgmp.org.

PEACH BEAT 
UNIVERSITY

Member Education

Ruth Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP

Loews Atlanta Hosts First 
Guests

Loews Hotels opened its new 
property in Atlanta, and the 

http://www.sgmp.org
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SGMP Mission
The Society of Government Meet-
ing Professionals, Inc. (SGMP) is a 
national organization dedicated to 
improving the knowledge and exper-
tise of individuals in the planning and 
management of government meet-
ings through education and industry 
relationships.

Atlanta Chapter Mission
The mission of the Atlanta Chapter of 
SGMP is to improve the knowledge 
and expertise of members in the 
planning, execution and manage-
ment of cost-effective government 
meetings through education, training, 
industry relationships and mutual 
support.

Atlanta Chapter Vision
The Atlanta Chapter of SGMP is the 
southeast’s premiere resource for 
the government meeting profession; 
recognized, growing, involved in the 
community and developing leaders 
for the industry. We are a family of 
professionals who care about and 
support each other.

hotel’s top executive, Valerie 
Ferguson, is looking forward 
to a prosperous first year.

March 31 was the day that 
the Loews Atlanta opened for 
business. Its first large event 
is the Drum Major for Jus-
tice Awards by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence.

Georgia Peach Chapter 
Blessed with Active 
Retirees

Many SGMP members look 
forward to the day when 
they can put their meeting 
planning shoes in the closet. 
They dream of moving to 
a retirement community in 
Florida or the Georgia Moun-
tains, spending more time 
with their grandchildren and 
finishing that project that they 
started and never had time 
to complete when they were 
planning meetings and mak-
ing sales calls. While many 
chapters say their retired 
members don’t attend meet-
ings any longer, our retired 
members are just the oppo-
site. They can be found work-
ing like busy bees on chapter 
projects. If you see Susie 

Johnson Rhoden, George 
Hansen, Crystal Gresham 
and Gail Ormsby, you would 
never know they are retired 
unless they told you.

Susie Johnson Rhoden 
has served on the board as 
Secretary and Director while 
employed as a Georgia state 
planner with the Depart-
ment of Human Resources. 
Although she recently joined 
the ranks of retired members, 
she committed to fulfill her 
current term on the board 
and chairs the communica-
tions committee where she is 
responsible for the produc-
tion of the chapter newsletter. 
When asked to assist with 
any chapter project, Susie is 
always willing and ready to 
help. Her significant other, 
Derrick, is an honorary chap-
ter member.

George Hansen, formerly 
with the Small Business 
Administration, is one of 
the founding members of 
the Georgia Peach Chapter 
(formerly the Atlanta Chap-
ter). He knew Sam Gilmer, 
the founder of SGMP, and 
remembers when the mem-
bers did not have to pay the 

annual membership dues. 
His wife, Jan, is an honor-
ary member because over 
the years she has always 
supported George and the 
chapter in all of the activi-
ties. George served on the 
board prior to retirement. As 
the current Special Events 
Chair, he is always planning 
something; the annual silent 
auction and holiday party, 
golf outing or boat rides. He 
is currently working on the 
Nominations and Elections 
Committee. 

Former CDC employee, 
Crystal Gresham, is always 
on the phone and computer 
working on something for the 
chapter. She works tirelessly 
each year with the Silent 
Auction and is currently on 
the Nominations and Elec-
tions Committee. She is 
always organized and can be 
depended on to make any 
event a successful one. 

Gail Ormsby, another state 
planner who can boast at no 
longer having to fight the At-
lanta traffic every day, drives 
more than 40 miles one way 
each month to the chapter 
meetings. She and her hus-
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band, Captain Bill (honorary mem-
ber), have volunteered their house-
boat for chapter boating fundraisers. 
Bill never misses donating a high end 
appliance for the annual silent auc-
tion and Gail currently serves on the 
Special Events Committee.

We are all so overwhelmed with our 
careers that we feel as though we 
can’t take on another task or serve 
on the chapter board or a committee, 
however, the functions of the chapter 
must continue. We are grateful to 
those who are serving on the board 
and committees and to those who 
have recently stepped up to run for 
office. We need every member’s sup-
port. We see some of Sam Gilmer’s 
perseverance and commitment to 
excellence in these retired members 
and realize they are blessings to the 
chapter!

 
Locally Grown and 
Sustainable Foods

Vickie Grace, CMP

The menu for The 
Gardens Restaurant 
is a reflection of our 
mission at Callaway 
Gardens – Connect-
ing Man with Nature 

in a Way that Benefits Both. The 
Gardens  Restaurant culinary team 

is committed to preparing 
great food by using as many  
sustainable, regional and 
local products as possible. 
By utilizing the fresh foods 
produced in Georgia, parts of 
Alabama and the Carolinas, 
we are helping to support 
those actively working to 
grow, produce, market, pre-
pare and serve wholesome 
food. We also celebrate food 
as a cornerstone of pleasure, 
culture and community. 

The culinary team at The 
Gardens Restaurant is 
continuing to develop more 
relationships with those pro-
ducing superior, quality food. 
We would like to thank those 
farmers, artisans, ranchers 
and fishermen we have met 
thus far in our quest to bring 
their products to you. Our 
menu is a celebration of their 
work, and we would not be 
able to bring you these fine 
products without their com-
mitment to a new way of 
thinking about how our food 
is grown and harvested. The 
Gardens Restaurant will con-
tinue to focus on seasonal 
selections in its menus so 
the bounty of the changing 
seasons is utilized. 

Legally Speaking

Nothing to report.

CHEF’S CORNER

Vickie Grace, CMP 
 
Recipe courtesy of Gardens 
Restaurant, Callaway 
Gardens

Tomato Marmalade

4 tbsp olive oil

2 cups chopped onions 

2 tbsp minced garlic 

14 cups chopped seeded 
tomato (about 6 pounds) 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup fresh lemon juice 

¼ cup  molasses 

¼ tsp ground red pepper 

½ tsp ground cloves 

1 tsp ground ginger

2 ea cinnamon sticks

½ tsp salt, divided 

¼ teaspoon freshly ground 
black pepper 

Method:

Heat oil in a large saucepan 
over medium heat. Add onion 
to pan; cook 4 minutes or 
until tender. Add garlic; cook 
1 minute. Add tomato; cook 
4 minutes. Stir in sugar and 
next 6 ingredients (through 
cinnamon sticks) and 1/4 
teaspoon salt; bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat, and simmer 
until mixture thickens and is 
reduced to 2 1/2 cups (about 
65 minutes). Stir in the 
remaining 1/4 teaspoon salt 
and black pepper.

This is used in the prepara-
tion of the fried green tomato 
appetizer at the Gardens 
Restaurant. It can also be 
used as a condiment for your 
favorite grilled items.

Yield: 5 cups
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PEACH BEAT 411

Mark Your Calendar

Exhibitor Registration is Now Open 
for 2010 National Education Confer-
ence and Trade Show

Don’t miss out on one of the indus-
try’s best opportunity to meet gov-
ernment and contract planners from 
around the country in one location. 
Your registration includes attend-
ing the welcome reception, dynamic 
educational sessions, keynote speak-
ers, the Gilmer Awards banquet and 
abundant networking opportunities.

Click here for online registration and 
detailed information.

Monthly Meetings

Wednesday 
April 21, 2010 
Evergreen Marriott 
Conference Center 
Kim Houston

Wednesday 
May 12, 2010 
Hyatt Place 
Atlanta Buckhead 
Jennifer McGranaghan 
Just Get Serious About 
Success - Donna Satchell

Wednesday 
June 16, 2010 
Westin Atlanta Airport 
Gwen Spencer 
Meeting Etiquette - 
Jameka Blackmon, CMP

To host a 2010 meeting, 
please contact Ruth Harris, 
CMP, CTAS, CGMP at 
404-498-6373 to schedule 
your property. ROI: Host a 
monthly meeting at your ho-
tel and take advantage of an 
opportunity to showcase your 
property to over 40 govern-
ment meeting planners, to 
include GSA contract plan-
ners.

Verify meeting location and 
register online at 
www.sgmpgapeach.org click 
on Meetings & Programs.

SGMP Meeting Policies

Just a reminder!

For those who do not register 
online by the deadline prior 
to the meeting, starting April 
1, 2008 a $5.00 NON-RSVP 
walk-in fee was initiated. 
We have been reminding 
each of you at the monthly 
meetings of this new policy. 

New Policy

Effective November 1, 2009 
a $30 registration fee will 
be charged to ALL NON-
MEMBER suppliers. All other 
prospective non-members 
attending an SGMP meeting 
may attend according to the 
following policy:

Planners: 
1st meeting - no fee 
2nd meeting - $10

Registration fee with RSVP 
or $15 registration fee - 
Walk-in. 
Planners are encouraged 
to submit an application for 
membership upon their 3rd 
meeting.

Suppliers: 
Non-members $30 registra-
tion fee with RSVP or $35 
registration fee - Walk-in. 
Suppliers who are replacing 
an out-going Supplier are 
not considered a Guest and 
will pay the member rate if 
the property is a member of 
SGMP, regardless if this is 
the Supplier’s first meeting. 
Hotels membership belong to 
the Hotel, not the individual. 
Non-supplier members who 

have submitted an applica-
tion with payment and whose 
application is pending, will be 
charged the member regis-
tration fee.

Guest: 
Non-prospective members 
will pay a $20 registration 
fee. Honorary members will 
pay a $10 registration fee.

If you are unable to register 
online for a monthly meet-
ing, it is important that you 
contact:

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, 
CGMP - Membership Board 
Liason, by email or phone 
770-488-7069 and she will 
get you registered.

If you have questions contact 
Marva Holmes,CGMP by 
email.

http://www.sgmp.org/EducationConferenceInformation.asp
http://www.sgmpgapeach.org
mailto:sharon.dickerson@sgmpgapeach.org
mailto:marva.holmes@sgmpgapeach.org
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ABOUT SGMP 
ATLANTA

2008 - 2010 
Board of Directors

President 
Marva Holmes, CGMP 
770-488-1245 
CDC/NCIPC/DVP 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F63) 
Atlanta, GA 30341

Vice President - Planner 
Sharon Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
770-488-7069 
CDC/NCEH/EHSB 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F60) 
Atlanta, GA 30341-3717

Vice President - Supplier 
Perry Tarleton 
770-551-6110 
Crown Plaza Ravinia 
4355 Ashwood Dunwoody Rd 
Atlanta, GA  30346-1521

Treasurer - interim 
Ruth Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP 
404-498-6373 
CDC - Office of Workforce and 
Career Development 
Strategic Workforce Activity 
1600 Clifton Road, MS-E50 
Atlanta, GA  30333

Secretary 
Beverly Brown 
404-894-4885 
GA Institute of Technology 
247 Fourth Street 
Atlanta, GA  30332-0155

Director - Planner 
Andrea Scott Murphy, 
CGMP, CMP 
404-718-1037 
CDC 
CCID/NCPDCID/DLS/OD 
1600 Clifton Rd., MS G-25 
Atlanta, GA  30329

Director - Supplier 
Michelle Spencer 
404-536-1767 
Marriott International 
7298 Lake Run Circle 
Stone Mountain, GA  30087

Director - Planner 
Susie Rhoden 
404-219-9699 
Retired 
1324 Grant St., SE 
Atlanta, GA  30315

Immediate Past President 
Ruth Harris, 
CMP, CTAS, CGMP 
404-498-6373 
CDC - Office of Workforce 
and 
Career Development 
Strategic Workforce Activity 
1600 Clifton Road, MS-E50 
Atlanta, GA  30333

Committees

Membership

Sharon Dickerson, 
MPA, CGMP 
Board Liaison/Chairperson 
770-488-7069

Felecia Peterson 
Co-Chair 
404-639-4961

Special Events

George Hansen 
Co-Chair 
678-985-5749

Ruth Harris, CGMP, CTAS, CMP 
Co-Chair 
404-498-6373

Programs Committee

Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, 
CMP 
Board Liason/Co-Chair 
404-498-2289

Susie Rhoden 
Board Liason/Co-Chair 
404-219-9699 
 
Education/CEUs 
Ruth Harris, CGMP, CMP, CTAS 
404-498-6373

Community Services

Beverly Brown 
Board Liaison 
404-894-4885

Publications & 
Communications

Susie Rhoden 
Chairperson 
404-219-9699

Susie Rhoden 
Editor, Peach Beat 
404-219-9699

Susie Rhoden 
Photographer, Peach Beat 
404-219-9699

Crystal Gresham 
Photographer, Peach Beat 
404-373-0202
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Mark E. Anderson 
Publisher, Peach Beat 
760-880-5174

Honors & Awards 
Committee  
Andrea Scott Murphy, 
CGMP, CMP 
Chairperson 
404-498-2289

Marketing Committee

Perry Tarleton 
Chairperson 
770-551-6110

Nominations & Elections 
Committee

Perry Tarleton 
770-551-6110

Crystal Gresham 
404-373-0202

George Hansen 
678-985-5749 

By-Laws 

Scholarships

Regional Education Conference 

To volunteer to fill a Vacant 
Committee position, please 
contact Marva Holmes, 
CGMP by email or phone 
770-488-1245.

Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals 
Atlanta Chapter 
P.O. Box 48553 
Atlanta, GA 30362-1553 
www.sgmpgapeach.org

Contact the national office of 
the Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals at 
www.sgmp.org

ADVERTISING

Peach Beat Newsletter 
Advertising Rates

Full Page ad ----------- $275.00 
½ Page ad ------------- $150.00 
¼ Page ad ------------- $100.00 
1/8 Page ad ------------$ 35.00

For newsletter ads contact 
the publisher by email or 
760-880-5174 Voice 
760-770-1439 Fax

Please make checks payable 
to SGMP Atlanta. 

mailto:marva.holmes@sgmpgapeach.org
http://www.sgmpgapeach.org
http://www.sgmp.org
mailto:publishersgmp@mindspring.com

