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PRESIDENT’S 
PERSPECTIVE

 
Marva Holmes, CGMP

I’ve thought long and hard 
about writing this article, my 
last as Chapter President. 
I’ve started, torn up, and 
restarted several times, but 
the end result is the same. 
I must bid you all farewell, 
at least for now! But before 
I do, let’s take a look back 
over the past two years at all 
we’ve accomplished! First, 
we came in under black 
clouds, and a Chapter freeze. 
However, we successfully 
and gracefully turned black 
clouds and cold days into 
sunny skies and brighter 
days by recruiting and grow-
ing our planner membership 
and coming out of the freeze. 
The Chapter along with the 
National membership staff 

held a membership drive that 
boosted our planner numbers 
and helped us get out of a 
15-month freeze. Kudos to 
everyone who helped recruit 
new members, and welcome 
to all of our new members.

Secondly, the Chapter took 
a big leap and changed its 
name from Atlanta Chapter to 
Georgia Peach Chapter. The 
name change has been long 
overdue, yet, the decision to 
make the change could not 
have come at a better time. 
SGMP National is growing, 
getting better and bigger, 
with a great new manage-
ment team and seemingly 
at least two chapters joining 
yearly. So with all that going 
on, why should we sit back 
and take a backseat! Well 
we didn’t. The National Joint 
Leadership Meeting was 
held in Atlanta this year, and 
thus the National Board of 
Directors were in town and, 
so what better time to have 
an official name changing 
ceremony. Charles Sadler, 
Executive Director, Melody 

Kebe, National President, the 
National Board of Directors, 
and National office staff were 
all present to conduct the 
Chartering ceremony for the 
official name change to the 
Georgia Peach Chapter 
of SGMP. 

And finally, the Georgia 
Peach Chapter was well 
represented at the National 
Education Conference in 
Kansas City, with more than 
30 members, old and new, in 
attendance! And so our jour-
ney continues, as the Geor-
gia Peach Chapter presses 
forward on its journey to 
regain the title of second 
largest chapter, being only 
second to the National Capi-
tal Chapter. However, before 
we regain that title, we must 
strengthen our home front, 
and secure any and all loose 
ends here at the local level, 
and in order to do that, each 
and every member of the 
Chapter must do their part. 
Don’t just be a member with 
a number, be a member with 
a purpose, PARTICIPATE!
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Peach Beat

Peach Beat is published every quarter. 
For information on ad deadline dates, 
article submission dates, ad sizes and 
technical specifications, please
contact the Publisher:
Mark E. Anderson
760-880-5174 phone
760-770-1439 fax or
publishersgmp@mindspring.com

Editor: Susie Rhoden

Contributors: 
Marva Holmes, CGMP, Perry Tarleton, 
Susie Rhoden, Beverly Brown, 
Clarissa Crawford, CGMP,
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP,
Ruth E. Harris CGMP, CMP, CTAS,
and Chef Joel Harrington

Photographers: Crystal Gresham and 
Susie Rhoden. Members are encouraged 
to take and submit chapter activity pho-
tos for publishing in the Peach Beat.

Publications Committee:
Susie Rhoden 
404-219-9699

Submit entries, news items, photos or 
comments to: Susie Rhoden, 
susie.rhoden@sgmpgapeach.org

In my final closing, words 
cannot express my apprecia-
tion & gratitude to Sharon, 
Perry, Ruth, Beverly, 
Michelle, Andrea, Susie, and 
Vickie! Thank you all for ev-
erything that each of you did 
to make this a very success-
ful Board!

NOTES FROM 
THE EDITOR...

 
Susie Rhoden

Good news! The 
Communications Committee 
would like to welcome two 
new volunteers; Clarissa 
Crawford and Charlotte 
Johnson. Clarissa has 
jumped right in and wrote 
an article for this quarter’s 
publication, way to go 
Clarissa! As you read earlier 
the chapter has several new 
members and let me be the 
first to invite you to join this 
committee. There are few 
requirements and we only 

publish four times a year, 
which frees up plenty of time 
for your day-to-day activities. 
For those of you that need 
points to keep your CGMP 
or CMP status updated, 
writing an article would count 
towards your designation. 
Take that first step and give 
me a call at 404.219.9699 or 
email 
susie.rhoden@sgmpgapeach.org

INDUSTRY NEWS

Tweet Twit, FaceIn Linked-
Book? Social Networking 
is on the Rise…

 
Clarissa Crawford, CGMP

Social Networking is tak-
ing marketing of meetings, 
events, and news of an orga-
nization to a new level. More 
and more, social media sites 
are being utilized as a way 
to quickly get out messages, 
invitations, and news about 
the latest happenings within 

a department or an entire 
organization. Sites like Face-
book, Twitter, and LinkedIn 
provide an arena for millions 
of individuals to simultane-
ously connect and share real 
time information, for free, as 
it comes “hot off the press”. 

Facebook is probably the 
most commonly used tool, 
allowing an organization 
to get “face time” with the 
public online. The creation of 
a company or event profile, 
group, or fan page provides 
opportunities for other us-
ers to: connect with friends 
and other attendees, receive 
updates, share pictures and 
videos, and foster discus-
sions on trending new topics.

Twitter allows for minute by 
minutes updates or “tweets” 
that are 140 characters long. 
Users can follow the “tweets” 
of other users in order to stay 
informed about what is going 
on. With the use of “hashtag” 
information, happenings can 
be threaded by subject such 
as #ourect200, making it 
easy to stay focused on one 
particular topic or conversa-
tion. Twitter makes it easy 
to access quick information, 
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commentary, descriptions of events, 
and highlight certain video or audio 
content. 

LinkedIn is noted as one of the most 
professional vehicles for social net-
working, allowing for the creation of 
profiles detailing one’s current or past 
professional experience. This tool 
provides a way for people to create 
their own online network, and the 
opportunity to continually “link” with 
others who have similar backgrounds 
or interests. 

Most, if not all, industries are jump-
ing on the social media bandwagon, 
in order to market their news and 
events, and government is no excep-
tion. According to GSA’s website, 
the General Services Administration 
reached an agreement in 2009 with 
Facebook, and a few other social 
sites, that allows federal agencies to 
utilize these sites as they see fit. This 
agreement made it easier for agen-
cies to utilize free new media tools 
while meeting their legal require-
ments. To add to that, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention also 
encourages the use of these sites to 
effectively and inexpensively reach 
individuals and partners with timely 
and healthy information. 

Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn are 
just a few of the networking sites 

out there. There are dozens 
more. Regardless of which 
vehicle used, it’s now easier, 
quicker, and cheaper (they’re 
all FREE) to get the word 
out about an event. With just 
a tweet, comment, or link 
everyone now has the ability 
to be in the know. 

For more additional informa-
tion and resources used in 
this article, please visit:

www.facebook.com 
www.twitter.com 
www.linkedin.com 
www.cdc.gov/socialmedia 
www.gsa.gov

COMMITTEE 
NEWS REPORTS

Special Events

 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP

Special Events Coming 
Your Way!

Your Special Events Commit-
tee is busy planning several 
social outings that will be 
great times for networking 
and fun!

A summer boating event 
is being planned at Lake 
Lanier. The committee was 
considering September for 
this event, but may have 
to change it to August. The 
Special Events Committee 
is busy finalizing all of the 
details for this outing and just 
as soon as the last detail is 
complete, an e-mail blast will 
be sent out to the members. 
So hold on to your sunscreen 
and plan to join your fellow 
SGMPers for an evening of 
fun on the lake!

Plans are also in the mak-
ing for another Fall Georgia 
Peach SGMP Bowling Event. 
Those of you who partici-
pated in last year’s event will 
remember how much fun it 
was and the thrill of the com-
petition. So start practicing 
your bowling and stay tuned 
for more details.

Please place our Holiday 
Party and Silent Auction on 
your calendar. The date is 
December 4th at the Westin 
Atlanta North.

The Special Events Com-
mittee appreciates all of 
your support throughout the 
year and hopes you will take 
advantage of these oppor-
tunities to just kick back, 
relax, enjoy and network. 
Our motto is “A chapter that 
plays together works better 
together.”
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Membership Ratios

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

Planner Members 87

Supplier Members 68

Ratio Members 155

Planner Ratio 56.1%

Other Members 15

TOTAL Members 170

Programs
Susie Rhoden

Just Get Serious About 
Success!
May Program presented by 
Donna Satchell

Donna asked the audience 
to create a Vision Board to 
Create Greater Success. Vi-
sion boards are also known 
as treasure maps, success 
boards, and life maps. Re-
gardless of the name, it is a 
collection of pictures, slo-
gans, and words which rep-
resent what you want to see 
happen in your future and 
what would make you feel 
successful. She explained to 
us to think of a vision board 
as a visual representation 
of your goals and dreams, 
which helps you stay focused 
on what you want to achieve 
in life. Once your board is 
completed, you should hang 
it in a place where you will 
see it several times each day 
(like your offi ce, bedroom, or 
exercise room). Some people 
prefer to have their boards 
in a private place where 
others cannot easily see it. 
Wherever you choose, you 
need to look at your board on 

a regular basis, so you can 
stay focused on what you 
want to accomplish.

Please view Donna’s website 
at:  www.JustGetSerious.com

Business Meeting Etiquette
June Program presented by 
Jameka Blackmon, MBA, CMP

Ms. Blackmon discussed 
how proper etiquette plays a 
signifi cant role in whether a 
meeting is a productive gath-
ering or an ineffi cient use of 
time. Good business meeting 
etiquette should be a prior-
ity for anyone who hosts or 
attends such functions to en-
sure successful and effective 
meetings. 

Etiquette is all about behav-
ior. Simply remember to be 
courteous and thoughtful 
to the people around you, 
regardless of the situation. 
Ms. Blackmon says to con-
sider other people’s feelings 
and handle each situation as 
diplomatically as possible. 

Jameka Blackmon is the 
owner of Classic Occasions, 
Inc. in Atlanta, Georgia 
where she provides etiquette 

coaching and event planning 
services. Please view 
Jameka’s website at:
www.classicoccasionsinc.com/

Upcoming Programs:
Mark your calendar and 
plan to attend

Date : July 21, Wednesday

Topic: Meeting on a Level 
Playing Field

Speaker:
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP

Location: Atlanta Marriott 
Marquis 

As the federal government 
succeeds in its initiative 
to increase the number of 
persons with disabilities in 
its workforce, there will be 
more persons with disabilities 
attending government meet-
ings. For these meetings 
to be successful, everyone 
involved must have an equal 
opportunity to participate. Supplier

Other

Planner

Ratios as of June 30, 2010
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Date: August 20, Friday

Topic: Creating Memorable Meetings 
Through the Five Senses

Speakers: Karen Pendleton, 
Director of Sales and Marketing,

Frank Murphy, Executive Producer, 
Entertainment Productions

Location: Wyndham Peachtree 
Conference Center

An interactive presentation of innova-
tive ways to make meetings and your 
content more memorable and rele-
vant for attendees. A quick ice-break-
er will be included to demonstrate the 
techniques.

Our host and dedicated member, 
Eileen Lavoie, Sales Manager, Wynd-
ham Peachtree Conference Center 
is offering a special rate of $59 plus 
applicable taxes for SGMP members.

We hope you make this a stay-cation 
weekend and enjoy the beautiful 
property, amenities and activities in 
the area. More details will be avail-
able at the next meeting and on the 
chapter website.

Perry Tarleton, former Second Vice-President Georgia Peach 
Chapter of SGMP and National Director is administering the 
Oath of Office to the newly elected Chapter Board 2010-2012:

President, Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

1st Vice-President, Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP

2nd Vice-President, Preston Marshall, CGMP

Treasurer, Patrick Beaver, CGMP

Secretary, Beverly Brown

Director Suppliers: Pammie Eagle-Jimmar and Gwen Spencer

Director Planner, Charlotte Johnson

Immediate Past President, Marva Holmes, CGMP

Chapter members pledge 
their full support, commitment 
and enthusiasm to further the 
goals of the GA Peach 
Chapter and to the Board

 

Marva Holmes presents the 
Hotel Host Award to 
Gwen Spencer, 
Corporate Sales Manager 
and Ray Robichaud, 
Director of Sales and 
Marketing at the Westin 
Atlanta Airport

Georgia Peach Chapter of SGMP Board Installation and Oath 
of Office Ceremony on June 16, 2010
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Community Service Report

 
Beverly Brown

The next community service project 
will be providing back to school sup-
plies for children of the fourth ward 
community.

Supplies include:  
Notebook Paper 
Composition Tablets 
Primary Tablets 
Pencils 
Pens 
Binders 
Book Bags

If you would like to donate, please 
bring items to the July meeting.

If you are interested in being a 
member of the community service 
committee, please contact Beverly 
Brown at 
beverly.brown@sgmpgapeach.org 
or (404) 894-9049

Membership Report

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

Welcome to the Ga Peach 
Chapter!  We are looking 
forward to meeting you and 
working with you on Chapter 
activities.

Celeste Grant – 
Danya International Inc

Justin Page – Hilton Atlanta

Priscilla Quinones – 
Professional & Scientific 
Association

Melinda Sellevold – 
Atlanta Marriott Downtown

Candace Spencer – Greater 
Atlanta Economic Alliance

Treasury Report
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP

May 1, 2010

Beginning Balance 
 $5,040.02 
 
Total Revenue 340.00

Total Expenditures 1,668.47

Ending Balance $3,711.55

MEMBER PROFILE

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

 
Nikita McCage, MPH

Member-Planner: 
Nikita McCage, MPH

Employer: Emory University/
The Task Force for Global 
Health

Job Title: 
Program Coordinator - 
Mectizan Donation Program

Years with SGMP, or date 
joined: February 2010

Birthplace: Griffin, GA

Favorite Meeting Location:  
Marriott Frenchman’s Reef, 
St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands

Favorite Vacation Spot: 
Miami, FL

Hobbies: Cooking, sewing, 
reading, visiting new places

Name someone who men-
tored or inspired you and 
explain why you chose 
this person: My parents 
have truly inspired me to be 
the best that I can be and 
to never give up despite the 
things that life throws at you.  
Hard times will be encoun-
tered, but continue to trust in 
God and everything will be 
alright. Both of my parents 
have worked hard and are 
reaping the benefits of that 
hard work during retirement.  
They are able to come and 
go as they please, choose to 
have a part-time or volunteer 
job or simply sit back, relax 
and enjoy life. These are the 
things that I look forward to 
doing and to know that if I 
work hard now, I will be able 
to play harder later.  

Most interesting meeting/
event experience (good 
or bad); please give an 
explanation: The Mectizan 
Donation Program convenes 
two advisory committee 
meetings every year; one 
in the fall which is held at a 
domestic location and the 
spring meeting is held inter-
nationally. Our most recent 
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SGMP Mission
The Society of Government Meet-
ing Professionals, Inc. (SGMP) is a 
national organization dedicated to 
improving the knowledge and exper-
tise of individuals in the planning and 
management of government meet-
ings through education and industry 
relationships.

Georgia Peach Chapter Mission
The mission of the Georgia Peach 
Chapter of SGMP is to improve the 
knowledge and expertise of members 
in the planning, execution and man-
agement of cost-effective government 
meetings through education, training, 
industry relationships and mutual 
support.

Georgia Peach Chapter Vision
The Georgia Peach Chapter of 
SGMP is the southeast’s premiere 
resource for the government meet-
ing profession; recognized, growing, 
involved in the community and devel-
oping leaders for the industry. We are 
a family of professionals who care 
about and support each other.

meeting was held in Amster-
dam, The Netherlands during 
the month of April 2010 at 
the Royal Tropical Institute. 
Since I was unable to per-
form a site visit, it was great 
to know that our meeting was 
a huge success because 
of the staff of both the NH 
Tropen Hotel and the Royal 
Tropical Institute who were 
extremely accommodating 
and provided us with superb 
service.

Most notable life experi-
ence (good or bad); please 
give an explanation: My 
most notable experience has 
been starting a family. Prior 
to doing so, I had to reexam-
ine my priorities and respon-
sibilities and realize that 
changes were going to come.  
Now, instead of looking 
forward to rushing home and 
stretching out on the sofa to 
take a nap, I look forward to 
picking my children up from 
daycare and being greeted 
with a hug and a big smile. 

Where would you like to be 
10 years from now?: 
In ten years, I plan to have 
a prospering event planning 
business and a foundation 
that focuses on childhood 
obesity. It is very disturbing 
that the prevalence of obesity 
among children aged 6 to 11 
years increased from 6.5% in 
1980 to 19.6% in 2008 and 
the prevalence of obesity 
among adolescents aged 12 
to 19 years increased from 
5.0% to 18.1%. With these 
startling statistics, I would 
like to focus on developing 
programs/activities that will 
control both immediate and 
long-term health impacts.

SGMP Members and Family 
Birthdays/Celebrations

April Celebrations

 
Arlene Sherman of Stone 
Mountain, Georgia & Michael 
E. Lewis of Warner Robins, 
Georgia wed on April 17, 
2010 in Rocky Mount, North 
Carolina at Mount Pisgah 
Presbyterian Church. The 
wedding reception was held 
at the Imperial Centre for the 
Arts and Sciences.            

May Birthdays

Ruth E. Harris - 4 
Carolyn G. Davis - 27

June Birthdays

Michelle Spencer - 4 
Kim Houston - 6 



Peach Beat - 2nd Quarter 2010

Page 8

Nikita McCage - 16 
Sherry D. Lomax - 23

June Anniversaries

Lu & Martha Highsmith 
(wedding anniv.) June 1st

Glenn & Angela Colona (9th wedding 
anniv.) June 15th

Sherry Battle (25th anniv. with Mar-
riott) June 17th

June Celebrations

Deborah A. Johnson-Blake received 
her Doctor of 
Management in 
Organizational Leadership from the 
Univ. of Phoenix.

July Birthdays 

Sherry Battle - 15 
Becky Geer - 23 
Patrick Beaver - 28

July Anniversaries

Derrick & Susie Rhoden 
(13th wedding anniversary) 
July, 27th

August Birthdays

Joice Ventry - 5 
Derrick Rhoden - 11 
Lu Hightower - 13 
Sonya Robinson - 25 
Susie Rhoden - 30

PEACH BEAT 
UNIVERSITY

Member Education

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

So You Think You Want to 
Be a CGMP?

If you are interested in be-
coming a Certified Govern-
ment Meeting Professional 
you must be a member of 
SGMP for at least six months 
prior to the training date. 
The training is a three-day 
program with a half-day 
examination that focuses on 
government meeting plan-
ning which includes federal, 
state and local agencies. You 
will learn industry practices 
and relevant guidelines and 
regulations as outlined in 
the Convention and Industry 
Manual (CIC). Attending the 
CGMP class and passing the 
examination confirms your 
determination and dedica-
tion as a highly competent 
meeting professional and 

highlights your achievement 
in the meeting industry.

SGMP is truly dedicated 
to your success and offers 
partial reimbursement to 
eligible recipients of the 
CGMP certification. If 
you paid for your training 
from personal funds you 
may be eligible for partial 
reimbursement. To learn 
more about the CGMP 
Certification, visit SGMP 
National website at 
www.sgmp.org

In order to host a CGMP 
training course in the Atlanta 
area, 15 or more participants 
must register for the training.  
If you meet the eligibility 
requirements and wish to 
take the course in 2011, 
please email 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CGMP at 
ruth.harris@sgmpgapeach.org 
or 
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
at 
sharon.dickerson@sgmpgapeach.org

ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
REPORTS
Scholarship Recipient Speaks 
Beverly Brown

If you were unable to attend 
the 2010 Education Confer-
ence in Kansas City, you 
missed a treat. To see friends 
I have made over the years 
was just the beginning. The 
speakers and educational 
sessions were off the chain. 

The conference started with 
Mr. Keith Harrell, Keynote 
Speaker for the opening ses-
sion. Mr. Harrell is a motiva-
tional speaker and he had us 
ready to rule the world when 
we left the session. Of course 
I acquired one of his books 
and have started reading it 
for the second time. ATTI-
TUDE IS EVERYTHING!!

Donna Satchell put on a 
great presentation entitled, 
“Get Serious About Customer 
Service”. I knew this would 
be good. Donna had just pre-
sented at our chapter’s previ-
ous monthly meeting. There 
was great interaction from 
the audience. Good Custom-
er service occurs when you 
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treat people the way you want to be 
treated. When asked how to deliver 
exceptional customer service? The 
answer spells RESPECT!!

You can visit SGMP’s website and 
get copies of handouts from the ses-
sions. I hope to see you next year in 
Norfolk, Virginia.

 
My Experience in a Nutshell: 
Attending the National Conference

Susie Rhoden, 2008-2010 Board Member

Can you believe it, another success-
ful National Conference! I just at-
tended my 12th consecutive National 
conference in Kansas City and words 
cannot describe all the fun I had. 
Kansas City hosted the conference 
several years ago, but they out did 
themselves this time.

The opening speaker was phenom-
enal, and all of the education we 
received was great. The trade show 
was one of best I’ve ever attended, 
with over 200 supplier booths and lots 
of door prizes.The only downfall was 
the conference was too short. I wish it 
lasted a couple more days, so I would 
have had more time to explore Kan-
sas City and all it has to offer. 

If you’ve never attended a National 
conference, start planning now to 

attend next years conference 
in Norfolk, Virginia. Once you 
start attending you’ll never 
want to miss another one.

 
SEA Conference

Susie Rhoden

The Georgia Peach 
Chapter has partnered with 
Georgia Meeting Planners 
International, (GaMPI) in 
promoting their Summer 
Educational Alliance 
Conference (SEA).

The conference is 
August 26-29, 2010 at the 
new, all inclusive Secrets 
St. James Resort, located 
in beautiful Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. For registration 
and conference information, 
please check out their 
website at www.gampi.org.

CHEF’S CORNER

Perry Tarleton 
 
Recipe courtesy of Chef Joel 
Harrington, The Ritz Carlton, 
Dove Mountain

Chili Rubbed Chicken 
Breast and Fire Cracker 
Corn Salsa

6 Servings

6 Each Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breast

3 Tbs Chili Powder

1 Tbs Brown Sugar

1 Tbs Ground Coriander

1 Tbs Sea Salt

½ Tbs Ground Black Pepper

½ Tbs Ground Cumin

Olive Oil to brush on Chicken 

To Serve: Mix all ingredients 
together, except the chicken. 

Rinse and dry chicken 
breast, rub with mixture of all 
dry ingredients. Brush chick-
en with olive oil and cook on 
a hot grill.

Salsa 

1 Each Serrano Chili (Minced)

1 Each Jalapeno (Minced)

½ Each Habanera Chili 
(Minced)

3 Each Corn on the Cob 
(Grilled)

1 Each Red Bell Pepper 
(Diced)

1 Each Red Onion (Diced)

1 Bunch Cilantro (Diced)

6 Each Green Onions (Diced)

1 Each Ripe Avocado (Diced)

Juice of Two Limes

1 Tbsp Brown Sugar

1 Tbsp Olive Oil 

Salt and Pepper to Taste 

To Serve: Remove the corn 
kernels from the cobs once 
cool. Mix all ingredients 
together. Add oil, sugar and 
lime juice. Season to taste.
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PEACH BEAT 411

Mark Your Calendar

Future National Education Confer-
ence June 8-11, 2011 Norfolk, VA 
Sheraton and 
Marriott Waterside

Monthly Meetings

Wednesday 
July 21, 2010 
Atlanta Marriott Marquis 
265 Peachtree Center Ave. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
(404) 521-0000 
POC: Jennifer Burfield 
404-586-6058 
Topic: Meeting on a Level 
Playing Field 
Speaker: 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP

Friday 
August 20, 2010 
Wyndham Peachtree 
Conference Center 
2443 Highway 54 West 
Peachtree City, GA 30269 
770-487-2000 
POC: Eileen Lavoie, 
Sales Manager 
770-486-3317 
Topic: Creating Memorable Meetings 
Through the Five Senses

 

Speakers: 
Karen Pendleton, 
Director of Sales and 
Marketing, 
Frank Murphy, 
Executive Producer, 
Entertainment Productions

To host a meeting, 
please contact: 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP 
at 404-498-6373 to sched-
ule your property. ROI: Host 
a monthly meeting at your 
hotel and take advantage of 
an opportunity to showcase 
your property to more than 
40 government and contract 
meeting planners.

Verify meeting location and 
register online at 
www.sgmpgapeach.org click 
on Meetings & Programs.

View from the Board

We are delighted to have the 
opportunity to serve as the 
Georgia Peach 2010-2012 
Board. Your participation is 
vital in sustaining the growth 
and success of the Chapter.  
We are confident that you will 
make this an enjoyable and 
beneficial experience. 

Please join me in thanking 
all the Board members for 
accepting their roles and  
responsibility to serve.

As the Georgia Peach  PEP 
Squad, we expect you to 
Promote the chapter, En-
courage the board and each 
other, Participate in all aspect 
of the chapter activities.

We are looking forward to 
greeting you and working 
with you throughout this 
journey.

Sincerely,

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

President

GEORGIA PEACH 
CHAPTER OF 
SGMP

2010 - 2012 
Board of Directors

President 
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
770-488-7069 
CDC/NCEH/EHSB 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F60) 
Atlanta, GA  30341-3717

Vice President - Planner 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP 
Phone:  404-498-6373 
Fax:  404-498-6025 
Workforce Development 
Special Projects Advisor 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention  
Office of the Chief 
Operating Officer  
Human Capital Planning Office  
1600 Clifton Road, MS E-50  
Atlanta, GA  30333 

2nd Vice-President - Supplier 
Preston Marshall, CGMP 
404-815-5340 
Renaissance Atlanta Hotel 
Downtown 
590 West Peachtree St. NW 
Atlanta, GA  30308
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Treasurer 
Patrick Beaver, CGMP 
770-395-3920 
Senior Sales Manager 
Westin Atlanta North 
at Perimeter 
Seven Concourse Parkway 
Atlanta, GA  30328

Secretary 
Beverly Brown 
404-894-4885 
GA Institute of Technology 
247 Fourth Street 
Atlanta, GA  30332-0155

Director - Supplier 
Pammie Jimmar 
478-743-1074 
Sales Manager 
Macon CVB 
Terminal Station 
P.O. Box 6354 
Macon, GA  31208-6354

Director - Planner 
Charlotte Johnson 
404-331-0100 x405 
Business Development 
Specialist, GA District Office 
Small Business 
Administration 
233 Peachtree Street, NE 
Suite 1900, Harris Tower 
Atlanta, GA  30303

Director - Supplier 
Gwen Spencer 
404-559-7414 
Westin Atlanta Airport 
4736 Best Road 
Atlanta, GA  30337

Immediate Past President 
Marva Holmes, CGMP 
770-488-1245 
CDC/NCIPC/DVP 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F63) 
Atlanta, GA  30341

COMMITTEES

Membership

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP, 
Board Liaison/Chairperson 
770-488-7069

Perry Tarleton 
Co-Chair 
770-551-6110

Special Events

George Hansen 
Co-Chair 
678-985-5749

Ruth E. Harris, CGMP, CTAS, CMP 
Co-Chair 
404-498-6373

Programs

Susie Rhoden 
Co-Chair 
404-219-9699

Education/CEUs 
Ruth E. Harris, CGMP, CMP, CTAS 
404-498-6373 
Patrick Beaver 
770-395-3920

Community Services

Beverly Brown 
Board Liaison 
404-894-4885

Publications & 
Communications

Susie Rhoden 
Editor/Photographer and Co-Chair 
Peach Beat 
404-219-9699

Clarissa A. Crawford, CGMP 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
678-261-7022

Charlotte Johnson 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
404-331-0100 x405

Crystal Gresham 
Photographer, Peach Beat 
404-373-0202

Mark E. Anderson 
Publisher, Peach Beat 
760-880-5174

Honors & Awards  
Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP 
Chairperson 
404-498-2289

Marketing

Perry Tarleton 
Chairperson 
770-551-6110

Scholarship

Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP 
Chairperson 
404-498-2289

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP, 
770-488-7069

Nominations & Elections

Perry Tarleton 
Chairperson 
770-551-6110

Crystal Gresham 
404-373-0202

George Hansen 
678-985-5749 

To volunteer to fill a Vacant 
Committee position, please contact: 
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
770-488-7069 or by email: 
sharon.dickerson@sgmpgapeach.org
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Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals 
Georgia Peach Chapter 
P.O. Box 48553 
Atlanta, GA 30362-1553 
www.sgmpgapeach.org

Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals 
National Headquarters 
908 King Street, Lower Level 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703- 549-0892– Office 
703-549-0708 - Facsimile 
www.sgmp.org

ADVERTISING

Peach Beat Newsletter 
Advertising Rates

Full Page ad ----------- $275.00 
½ Page ad ------------- $150.00 
¼ Page ad ------------- $100.00 
1/8 Page ad ------------$ 35.00

For newsletter ads contact 
the publisher: 
publishersgmp@mindspring.com 
760-880-5174 Voice 
760-770-1439 Fax

Please make checks payable 
to Georgia Peach Chapter of 
SGMP. 


