
The Newsletter for the Georgia 
Peach Chapter of the Society of

Government Meeting Professionals

Volume Eighteen, Issue 3 3rd Quarter 2010

PRESIDENT’S 
PERSPECTIVE

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
 

On behalf of the Georgia 
Peach Chapter, I am delight-
ed to welcome you to join us 
on an awesome journey. 

Our First-Vice President and 
Program Chair, Ruth E. Harris, 
CMP, CGMP is working 
diligently to bring you 
engaging and exciting 
educational programs in 
addition to great networking 
opportunities and special 
fund raising events. 

We will focus our efforts and 
resources on creating a path 
to professional excellence.
We are well on the way with 
13 new Certified Government 
Meeting Professionals (CGMP) 
and two new Certified Meeting 
Professionals (CMP).

We thank you for taking the 
time to attend the monthly 
meetings. Your attendance 
is appreciated, but we need 
your participation on the 
various chapter commit-
tees. Please take a moment; 
review the committees listed 
on pages 9 and 10 and call 
or email the person listed 
expressing your interest. 
Michelle Spencer did exactly 
that and graciously offered 
to Chair the Recruitment 
and Retention Committee. 
Thank you Michelle for lead-
ing this effort.

As a member of The Georgia 
Peach Chapter, we expect 
you to Promote the Chapter; 
Encourage the Board and 
each other; and Participate in 
all aspects of chapter activities. 

Together, we will build a 
better Chapter.

NOTES FROM 
THE EDITOR...

 
Susie Rhoden

With the new Board in 
office, we are shifting to 
new responsibilities in the 
production of our quarterly 
Peach Beat Newsletter. 
Luschane Norris is 
responsible for collecting 
articles and Charlotte 
Johnson is responsible 
for pictures, celebrations, 
birthdays etc. If you have 
an article you would like to 
see printed in the newsletter, 
simply contact Luschane 
at l_norris@team-psa.com                   
please make sure it is typed 
in the appropriate format, 
i.e. Microsoft Word and also 
attach a head shot of yourself 
with contact information. 
Charlotte will gladly 
announce your accolades, 
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Peach Beat

Peach Beat is published every quarter. 
For information on ad deadline dates, 
article submission dates, ad sizes and 
technical specifications, please
contact the Publisher:
Mark E. Anderson
760-880-5174 phone
760-770-1439 fax or
publishersgmp@mindspring.com

Editor: Susie Rhoden

Contributors: 
Perry Tarleton, Susie Rhoden, 
Beverly Brown, Claritha Nichols,
Patrick J. Beaver, CGMP,
Patricia Wilker, CMP,  
Michelle Spencer,
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP,
Ruth E. Harris CGMP, CMP, CTAS,
and E-Cookbooks.net

Photographers: 
Crystal Gresham, Susie Rhoden and 
Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP. 
Members are encouraged to take and 
submit chapter activity photos for 
publishing in the Peach Beat.

Publications Committee:
Susie Rhoden 
404-219-9699 

Submit articles to Luschane Norris 
l_norris@team-psa.com 
Submit pictures, celebrations and 
birthdays to Charlotte Johnson 
charlotte.johnson2@sba.gov

when you get the email to 
submit them, simply respond 
directly to Charlotte at 
Charlotte.johnson2@sba.gov

We continue to thank you for 
your support!

INDUSTRY NEWS

Marriott Takes Remote 
Meetings to the Next Level

 
Michelle Spencer

Connecting with clients, 
partners and employees 
has never been easier. Take 
your meetings to the next 
level with Virtual Meetings 
by Marriott with AT&T* and 
Cisco TelePresence. This 
new meeting technology is 
now available to the public 
at the Atlanta Airport Mar-
riott Gateway at Hartsfield 
Jackson Airport located off of 
the Atlanta Sky Train in the 
GICC – Georgia International 
Convention Center complex 
on Camp Creek Parkway. 

Located on the Mezzanine 
floor together with the rest of 
the hotel’s luxurious meeting 
facilities, the Virtual Meet-
ings by Marriott studio at the 
Atlanta Airport Marriott Gate-
way is available 24 hours a 
day and is fully equipped with 
high-definition video, real 
time audio and interior design 
consistent with other virtual 
meetings studios, so that 
groups located thousands of 
miles apart can gather togeth-
er in the same room across a 
virtual table in real time. The 
studio is available for rental 
by the hour at US$ 500 per 
location and by special ar-
rangement for bulk use.

The studio connects with 
seven other public Virtual 
Meetings by Marriott loca-
tions open around the world, 
as well as with other public 
Cisco TelePresence suites 
and more than 100 compa-
nies and organizations on the 
AT&T Business Exchange. 

The following Marriott hotels 
currently operate a Virtual 
Meetings by Marriott studio: 
JW Marriott San Francisco 
Union Square; New York 
Marriott East Side; Bethesda 

North Marriott Hotel; 
Renaissance Washington, 
DC; Dallas/Fort Worth Airport 
Marriott; JW Marriott Hotel 
Hong Kong and Grosvenor 
House, A JW Marriott Hotel, 
London. Future studios are 
planned for Atlanta Airport 
Marriott Gateway; 
Renaissance Sao Paulo, 
Brazil; JW Marriott Hotel 
Chicago; JW Marriott 
Marquis/ Beaux Arts, Miami, 
with more to follow. 

Book your meeting today at 
the Atlanta Airport Marriott 
Gateway. To book a meeting 
room online, customers can 
go to: 
www.VirtualMeetingsbyMarriott.com.
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MEETING PLANNING

First-Aid Service Providers 
...Now Trendy?

 
Luschane Norris, CMP

Over the last few years there has been 
a transition of medical service providers 
being spotted only at sporting events, 
rock concerts and other entertainment 
events to a now greater focus within the 
conference and meeting planning in-
dustry. Why is this becoming so trendy? 
Easy; it’s necessary. 

Statistics confirm that 0.5% to 1.5% of 
all spectators/participants attending an 
event will require some form of medi-
cal assistance. Since the outbreak of 
the H1N1 virus, the request for first 
aid service providers has doubled and 
is sometimes mandated by a hotel or 
other event facility. However, mandates 
are mostly based on the size of the 
meeting or convention.

As a meeting planner, your objective is 
simple; to run an event which is enjoyed 
by all who attend it, and remembered 
for all the right reasons.  While this is 
most certainly the goal, at the back of 

your mind, you know that there 
is the ever-present risk of ac-
cidents or sudden illnesses. 
And with this, effects can take 
form with either your staff or 
participants, and ultimately the 
success of your event.  

Naturally you want to ensure 
that you have medical cover 
in place to deal with such 
problems calmly and profes-
sionally and with minimal 
disruption to your event. You 
also want the reassurance 
of knowing that the medical 
cover you have organized is 
the best available, and meets 
the ever-increasing number 
of guidelines and regulations 
in place. In this day and age, 
it is no longer acceptable to 
provide the most basic medi-
cal service you can find. It is 
important to secure appropri-
ate medical support thereby 
minimizing your exposure to 
risk and fulfilling both legal 
and moral responsibilities of 
care to the participants, staff 
and clients. 

For complete peace of mind, 
consider hiring a first aid ser-
vice provider to offer medical 
cover for your next large meet-
ing or convention.

COMMITTEE 
NEWS REPORTS

Special Events

 
Claritha Nichols

Supplier Appreciation Cel-
ebration!

The Georgia Peach Chap-
ter of SGMP held its annual 
Supplier Appreciation Event 
at the Lake Lanier Islands 
Resort in Buford, Georgia. 
The Legacy Lodge and Con-
ference Center completed 
extensive renovations and is 
a beautiful venue for meet-
ings, weddings, family re-
unions, golf or spa days. 

The purpose of the meet-
ing was to celebrate and 
thank suppliers who provided 
services for and supported 
the Georgia Peach Chapter 
during the year. The highlight 
of the meeting was a 2 hour 
cruise aboard the luxuri-
ous Island Queen Excursion 
Yacht. Guests were treated to 

drinks and hors d’oeuvres as 
they watched the sun set over 
Lake Lanier and networked.

Networking continued at the 
monthly Full Moon Party at 
Sunset Cove. The light of the 
full moon cast its glow on the 
white sandy beach as the 
group enjoyed music, dancing 
and a variety of entertainment 
including a fireworks display.

The evening was an excel-
lent example of great meeting 
planning. SGMP planners, 
suppliers and their guests 
took advantage of the eve-
ning to discuss services and 
facilities available to make 
each event a memorable one. 

Programs

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

Review of Past Programs

The August 20th program, 
“Creating Memorable 
Meetings through the Five 
Senses,” at the Wyndham 
Peachtree Conference 
Center in Peachtree City, 
GA, was enlightening and 
entertaining. We were intro-
duced to innovative ways 
to make your meeting more 
interactive and your content 
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Membership Ratios

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

Planner Members 82

Supplier Members 68

Ratio Members 150

Planner Ratio 54.7%

Other Members 15

TOTAL Members 165

more memorable for your 
attendees. We participated in 
a quick ice-breaker that was 
fun and that demonstrated 
how you could easily engage 
and encourage participation 
among a room fi lled with 
strangers. Karen Pendleton 
and Frank Murphy’s presen-
tation was so well received 
that members requested 
an encore during our 2011 
program year. Thank you 
Eileen Lavoie for introducing 
us to a wonderful educational 
program and welcoming us 
to your lovely property.

On September 24 we said 
thank you to our dedicated 
supplier members aboard the 
Island Queen Yacht at Lake 
Lanier, GA. Our suppliers 
were surrounded by family, 
friends and the appreciative 
meeting planners of the GA 
Peach Chapter. One of the 
visitors, Claritha Nichols, 
was so inspired she asked 

to write an article about the 
occasion. You can read 
Claritha’s thoughts in the 
previous article. 

Upcoming Programs:
Mark your calendar and 
plan to attend

October 20, 2010
New Atlanta Airport Marriott 
Gateway
Topic: Securing Transporta-
tion for your Meeting
Speaker: Mike Toye, MTI 
Limo & Shuttle Service

November 12, 2010
2nd Annual Bowling Challenge
300 Atlanta @ Savoy Drive
Contact: Perry Tarleton
ptarleton@cpravinia.com

November 17, 2010
The Glenn Hotel
Topic: Create Time for
Your Life!
Speaker: Peggy Duncan, The 
Digital Breakthroughs Institute

December 4, 2010
Westin Atlanta North
at Perimeter
Topic: Holiday Party &
Silent Auction

Meeting Photos

April Grennan, Sales Manager, 
Legacy Lodge & Conference 
Center receives host plaque 
from the President.

Supplier

Other

Planner

Ratios as of September 30, 2010
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Georgia Peach Chapter of SGMP at 
Meeting Quest Tradeshow 
Perry Tarleton, SGMP Co-Chair 
Membership and Director of Group 
Sales Crowne Plaza Atlanta 
Perimeter at Ravinia

Community Service Report

 
Beverly Brown

The Community Services Committee 
is proud to announce that the 
back to school project was a huge 
success. We would like to thank all 
the donors for contributing uniforms 
and backpacks to the children of the 
Fourth Ward community.

Last but certainly not least, I 
personally would like to thank Preston 
Marshall for his hard work on this 
project. Preston has a heart as big 
as all out doors. He worked tirelessly 

collecting donations, not just 
from SGMP donors, but also 
from corporate donors who had 
been contacted.

Some donors inquired about 
how they could get involved 
with the Atlanta Dream 
Center, the organization we 
worked with to identify needy 
families. This is also a great 
organization to get your 
children involved in. Once they 
get involved, they will really 
appreciate what they have at 
home. I know my six year old 
granddaughter does.

For information on volunteering 
with the Atlanta Dream Center 
and to become a member of the 
Community Services Committee, 
please contact me  
beverly.brown@coa.gatech.edu. 

Treasury Report

 
Patrick J. Beaver, CGMP

As your newly elected treasurer 
for the 2010 – 2012 board term, 
I want to say thank you ahead 
of time for your support and 
willingness to ensure the finan-
cial success and stability of the 
chapter. Without our member 
support, our chapter would 
not be here. I look forward to 
serving the chapter and en-
suring that the organization’s 
financial accountability and 
management are one of the 
primary goals looking forward. 

Balance as of August 31, 2010: 
Checking: $21,843.95 
Savings: $5,017.92

In order to better serve the 
needs of the membership, the 
board recently voted to make 
two changes to our billing sys-
tem. Starting in the near future, 
Bank of America Merchant Ser-
vices/First Data will handle all 
of the credit card transactions 
on the online website. This is 

Again, on the behalf of the 
community services commit-
tee, we thank you and look 
forward to hearing from you for 
further involvement. 

Membership Report

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP

Welcome to the Georgia 
Peach Chapter! We are 
looking forward to meeting 
you and working with you on 
Chapter activities.

Shawn  Cooper 
TCG Consulting, Inc

Kelli Kirkpatrick 
Department of the Treasury

Tori Suenaga 
Atlanta Airport Marriott Gateway

Zanders Wooden 
Centers for Disease Control
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a change from our current provider, 
PayPal and Elavon Merchant Services. 
This change will allow for one purveyor, 
at a lower transaction fee, to handle all 
the transactions. 

We have also purchased a wireless 
credit card terminal. This will allow 
members to pay by credit card at the 
meeting. Members may also elect to 
utilize their debit cards and enter a 
transaction by using their personal 
bank pin numbers. Bank of America 
Merchant Services/First Data will also 
handle these transactions. 

We know these changes will assist in 
helping the chapter meet their finan-
cial goals. We hope the updates and 
new equipment will make it easier for 
our attendees to register and pay, all 
the while ensuring their financial data 
is safe and secure. 

MEMBER PROFILE
Perry Tarleton

 
Don Glass

Member-Supplier: 
Don Glass

Employer: Tech Rentals

Job Title: 
National Accounts Manager

Years with SGMP, or date 
joined: April 1, 2010

Birthplace: Youngstown, OH

Favorite Meeting Location:  
Atlanta

Favorite Vacation Spot: 
Jamaica

Hobbies: Walking, Reading

Name someone who men-
tored or inspired you and 
explain why you chose this 
person: Vernon Howard, Au-
thor, Lecturer. Keen insights 
into human nature.

Most interesting meeting/
event experience (good 
or bad); please give an 
explanation: Produced 
a recent conference in 
Philadelphia was at the 
Union League – very 
impressive venue: 
http://www.unionleague.org

Most notable life experi-
ence (good or bad); please 
give an explanation: Rais-
ing Children – very humbling. 

Where would you like to be 
10 years from now?: 
Right where I am – healthy, 
happy, and working – hope 
and pray for more wisdom.

SGMP Members and Family 
Birthdays/Celebrations

September Birthdays

Deborah Bradley - 24

Patricia Wilker - 25

September Celebrations

Carma Davis received her CMP

Patricia Wilker received her CMP

Get Well Wishes & Prayers

Myra Edge

Beverly Brown

October Celebrations

Beverly Brown celebrated 
twenty years at Georgia Tech 
October 10, 2010.

November Birthdays

Leon Bradley - 15

December Birthdays

Preston Marshall - 25

Mary Elizabeth McMahan - 29

Lee McMichael - 30

December Celebrations

Deborah and Leon Bradley 
Anniversary

Neil and Alicia Hibbert’s 
Wedding Anniversary is 
December 19th
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SGMP Mission
The Society of Government Meet-
ing Professionals, Inc. (SGMP) is a 
national organization dedicated to 
improving the knowledge and exper-
tise of individuals in the planning and 
management of government meet-
ings through education and industry 
relationships.

Georgia Peach Chapter Mission
The mission of the Georgia Peach 
Chapter of SGMP is to improve the 
knowledge and expertise of members 
in the planning, execution and man-
agement of cost-effective government 
meetings through education, training, 
industry relationships and mutual 
support.

Georgia Peach Chapter Vision
The Georgia Peach Chapter of 
SGMP is the southeast’s premiere 
resource for the government meet-
ing profession; recognized, growing, 
involved in the community and devel-
oping leaders for the industry. We are 
a family of professionals who care 
about and support each other.

PEACH BEAT 
UNIVERSITY

Member Education

 
Patricia Wilker, CMP

The Certified Meeting 
Professional Certification® 
(CMP)

An Important Tool toward 
Perception Proof

Convinced that credentials 
don’t matter? Think again. 

Impressed that my college 
degrees, years of corporate 
and public sector experi-
ence, coupled with many 
meeting and event suc-
cesses would convince any 
prospective client that my 
company was “the one”, I 
dismissed the importance 
of the CMP designation for 
many years. There’s noth-
ing as humbling as having 
to answer “no” to the CMP 
question. Finally, acknowl-
edging that regardless of 

past performance or client 
accolades shouted from the 
roof-top, decision-makers 
really do value the CMP 
credential when qualifying 
potential partners. Experi-
ence and skills alone failed 
to provide the competitive 
edge needed to land new 
business. Perception really 
mattered. Without the CMP, 
you weaken that all impor-
tant first shot at being con-
sidered a serious meeting 
management professional.

Hindsight can be a pain-
ful 20/20 experience. Who 
among us would choose a 
medical provider, attorney, fi-
nancial advisor, or any other 
service professional, simply 
based on self-proclamations 
of experience, ability, and 
chants of “trust-me”. Would 
you allow a pharmacist, 
without industry certification, 
to fill a prescription just be-
cause of classroom training 
and store-front experience? 
Most people would respond 
with an indignant “of course 
not”. Why, then, should it be 
any different for meeting and 
event professionals? The 
CMP certification, just as 

with other professional com-
munities, matters.

Armed with a fresh apprecia-
tion of the value of the CMP, 
my journey to certification 
certainly challenged my 
commitment to the process. 
As a prospective CMP can-
didate, the virtue of patience 
took on new meaning. Just 
completing the initial ap-
plication proved daunting. 
Once accepted to study for 
the examination, however, 
it became quickly apparent 
that perseverance, disci-
pline, positive self-talk, and 
encouragement joined the 
patience virtue as new com-
panions and best friends.

Participating in a study group 
made a difference. Without the 
rigors of class presentations, 
tests, weekly attendance, and 
shared learning, taking the 
ultimate examination would 
certainly have been met with 
promises to take it another 
time. Fortunately, access to an 
onsite study group was not an 
obstacle for me. Online prep 
courses, and even a Skype ac-
cessed group would be excel-
lent options for managing the 
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amount of study materials outlined 
in the CMP Examination Blueprint. 
One piece of advice shared with our 
group that bears repeating – avoid 
the added pressure of successful 
completion by only sharing this leg of 
your journey with only those with an 
absolute need to know.

Now back to that patience virtue. Be 
assured – the day does come when 
with an elevated heart rate and 
trembling fingers, you get to open 
that prized Prometric’s envelope. 
At that moment, the only word that 
matters - “Congratulations”….

Arrogant enough to believe that 
having the CMP certification assures 
new opportunities will automatically 
drop in my lap - hardly. Confident 
enough to trust that current and 
prospective business partners will 
view the CMP that trails my name 
with new respect – absolutely. 
Finally, independent planners who 
have not obtained the CMP certifica-
tion should be especially concerned 
when navigating today’s competitive 
markets. As more people answer the 
siren call to entrepreneurship cou-
pled with a depressed economy and 
record job layoffs, meeting and event 
management ranks high on the list of 
lucrative and fun possibilities. While 
having the CMP certification offers 

no iron-clad guarantees, it 
certainly sets you apart for 
the crowd. Add another an-
chor to perception proof your 
business success. Take the 
plunge - Get the CMP certifi-
cation. Perception matters.

CHEF’S CORNER

Susie Rhoden 
 
Recipe courtesy of 
E-Cookbooks.net 
www.E-Cookbooks.net

Caramel Apples

12 tart apples, 
washed and dried

3/4 cup chopped 
salted peanuts

1 cup light corn syrup

dash of salt

1/2 cup butter

2 cups firmly packed 
brown sugar

1 - 14 ounce can of 
sweetened condensed milk

1 teaspoon vanilla

In 2 quart saucepan melt 
butter and add salt, syrup 
and sugar.

Cook over medium heat, stir-
ring occasionally until mixture 
comes to a full boil, 10-12 
minutes. Stir in milk and con-
tinue cooking, stirring occa-
sionally, until small amount of 
mixture dropped in ice water 
forms a ball or candy ther-
mometer reaches 245 F.

Remove from heat, stir in vanilla. 
Dip apples in caramel mixture.

Place coated apples on 
waxed paper. Put peanuts in 
a small bowl so you can dip 
the apples in. Allow to dry 
completely and then place in 
air tight container.

PEACH BEAT 411

Mark Your Calendar

Future National Education 
Conference June 8-11, 2011 
Norfolk, VA 
Sheraton and 
Marriott Waterside

2011 SGMP Region 2 
Educational Conference 
September 11th - 14th 
Hosted by Florida Capital 
and Central Chapters 
Co-hosted by Georgia 
Peach, Rocket City and 
Tennessee Chapters

To host a meeting, 
please contact: 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP 

at 404-498-6373 to sched-
ule your property. ROI: Host 
a monthly meeting at your 
hotel and take advantage of 
an opportunity to showcase 
your property to more than 
40 government and contract 
meeting planners.

Verify meeting location and 
register online at 
www.sgmpgapeach.org click 
on Meetings & Programs.
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View from the Board

The fall season is upon us. Here at 
the Georgia Peach Chapter of SGMP 
we realize this time of year is espe-
cially hectic for our members. For 
many of us fall means fiscal year end, 
credit card and billing reconciliation, 
budget planning, and many more im-
portant and required financial tasks. 
These responsibilities can sometimes 
overwhelm us and be cause for a 
stressful day.

Along with our work responsibilities, we 
cannot forget about our family respon-
sibilities. For some this may be a time 
for their child to head off to school 
for that ever-important first day of 
kindergarten. For others, maybe that 
baby has grown up and will be leav-
ing home to start college or to join 
the armed forces. These too can be a 
source of stress and anxiety.

The board here at the Georgia Peach 
Chapter of SGMP invites to you to 
take a moment to step away. Rajni 
Sharma writes when dealing with 
stress, “you can put a stop to all the 
hurrying thoughts in your mind and 
take it as a break.” We invite you to 
take a break by spending an hour of 
your time, the third Wednesday of 
every month, to interact with other 
planners, contractors and suppliers 
who know the day-to-day stresses 

that come with our industry. 
We invite you to use this time 
to be educated on indus-
try standards, discuss best 
practices, talk with potential 
business partners, and share 
a family story or just to catch 
up with an old colleague. 

We look forward to sharing 
the experience of SGMP with 
you in the near future.

Be well,

Patrick J. Beaver, CGMP

Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals 
Georgia Peach Chapter 
P.O. Box 48553 
Atlanta, GA 30362-1553 
www.sgmpgapeach.org

GEORGIA PEACH 
CHAPTER OF 
SGMP

2010 - 2012 
Board of Directors

President 
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
770-488-7069 
CDC/NCEH/EHSB 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F60) 
Atlanta, GA 30341-3717

Vice President - Planner 
Ruth E. Harris, CMP, CTAS, CGMP 
Phone: 404-498-6373 
Fax: 404-498-6025 
Workforce Development 
Special Projects Advisor 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention  
Office of the Chief 
Operating Officer  
Human Capital Planning Office  
1600 Clifton Road, MS E-50  
Atlanta, GA 30333 

2nd Vice-President - Supplier 
Preston Marshall, CGMP 
404-815-5340 
Renaissance Atlanta Hotel 
Downtown 
590 West Peachtree St. NW 
Atlanta, GA 30308

www.visitmacon.org • 800-768-3401

You don’t have to compromise quality for value.
Just an hour south of Atlanta on I-75, Macon
offers first-class meeting spaces including the
110,000 sq. ft. Macon Centreplex and 5,500
affordable sleeping rooms.

Host memorable offsite functions in historic
homes, interactive museums, HD theatres and
urban art galleries. After work, play and unwind
in an eclectic city known for its historic
architecture and signature restaurants.

Call Pammie Jimmar at 800-768-3401 or email
pjimmar@maconga.org to schedule your next event!

More Value
(More options.)
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Treasurer 
Patrick Beaver, CGMP 
770-395-3920 
Senior Sales Manager 
Westin Atlanta North 
at Perimeter 
Seven Concourse Parkway 
Atlanta, GA 30328

Secretary 
Beverly Brown 
404-894-4885 
GA Institute of Technology 
247 Fourth Street 
Atlanta, GA 30332-0155

Director - Supplier 
Pammie Jimmar 
478-743-1074 
Sales Manager 
Macon CVB 
Terminal Station 
P.O. Box 6354 
Macon, GA 31208-6354

Director - Planner 
Charlotte Johnson 
404-331-0100 x405 
Business Development 
Specialist, GA District Office 
Small Business 
Administration 
233 Peachtree Street, NE 
Suite 1900, Harris Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30303

Director - Supplier 
Gwen Spencer 
404-559-7414 
Westin Atlanta Airport 
4736 Best Road 
Atlanta, GA 30337

Immediate Past President 
Marva Holmes, CGMP 
770-488-1245 
CDC/NCIPC/DVP 
4770 Buford Hwy. NE (F63) 
Atlanta, GA 30341

COMMITTEES

Membership

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP, 
Board Liaison/Chairperson 
770-488-7069

Perry Tarleton 
Co-Chair 
770-551-6110

Michelle Spencer 
Co-Chair 
Recruitment and Retention 
404-536-1767

Special Events

George Hansen 
Co-Chair 
678-985-5749

Ruth E. Harris, CGMP, CTAS, CMP 
Co-Chair 
404-498-6373

Programs

Susie Rhoden 
Co-Chair 
404-219-9699

Education/CEUs 
Ruth E. Harris, CGMP, CMP, CTAS 
404-498-6373 
 
Patrick Beaver 
770-395-3920

Community Services

Beverly Brown 
Board Liaison 
404-894-4885

Publications & 

Communications

Susie Rhoden 
Editor/Photographer and Co-Chair 
Peach Beat 
404-219-9699

Clarissa A. Crawford, CGMP 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
678-261-7022

Charlotte Johnson 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
404-331-0100 x405

Luschane Norris 
Co-Editor, Peach Beat 
678-261-7001

Crystal Gresham 
Photographer, Peach Beat 
404-373-0202

Mark E. Anderson 
Publisher, Peach Beat 
760-880-5174

Honors & Awards 
 
Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP 
Chairperson 
404-498-2289

Marketing

Perry Tarleton 
Chairperson 
770-551-6110

Scholarship

Andrea Scott Murphy, CGMP, CMP 
Chairperson 
404-498-2289

Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP, 
770-488-7069

Nominations & Elections

Perry Tarleton 
Chairperson 
770-551-6110

Crystal Gresham 
404-373-0202

George Hansen 
678-985-5749 

To volunteer to fill a Vacant 
Committee position, please contact: 
Sharon A. Dickerson, MPA, CGMP 
770-488-7069 or by email: 

sharon.dickerson@sgmpgapeach.org
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Society of Government 
Meeting Professionals 
National Headquarters 
908 King Street, Lower Level 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703- 549-0892– Office 
703-549-0708 - Facsimile 
www.sgmp.org

ADVERTISING

Peach Beat Newsletter 
Advertising Rates

Full Page ad ----------- $275.00 
½ Page ad ------------- $150.00 
¼ Page ad ------------- $100.00 
1/8 Page ad ------------$ 35.00

For newsletter ads contact the publisher: 
publishersgmp@mindspring.com 
760-880-5174 Voice 
760-770-1439 Fax

Please make checks payable to 
Georgia Peach Chapter of SGMP.


